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 Inwardly they are ravening Walves. Ye ſhall _ them by 
their Fruits. Mat. vii. 1 5, 1 6. | 


But they fhall proceed 2 farther, fer their Folly, (that is, their 


Impoſition on the Publick) ſhall be made manife gf unto all Men. 
2 Tim. M9 


An ulla putatis 
Dona carere Dolis Danaum'? ? Vir. 


mt. | 
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Printed, not for the Abuſe, but the real Uſe, and laſting Service, 
of the Pariſhoners. M. DCC. LI. 
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PRE F ACE. 


7 N my paſſing and A fr equently 


THE 


through the Town of NK, it having 
been my Cuſtom, by way of Amuſement, to 


inquire from Time to Time, what might be 


the moſt remarkable News of the Place, my 
Landlord, a very ſhrewd Fellow, in order 
to Amour my Curioſity, ſome Time ago put 
into my Hands a Book publiſhed by one of the 


CH -.-, and rang An Account 
of the Donations to the Pariſh of MAK. 


I immediately read the Author's Preface, 


which ſeemed in the main to be wrote with an 


A aue 


iv F 

honeft View to the Intereſt of the Pariſh- 
oners, and to prepare them to expec? ſome 
extraordiuary Advantages, that were to ac- 
crue to them from his prudent Management 
of their Charity Eſtates, and the Application 
of the Produce thereof, during his Admini- 
ſtration, to the Extent of his Power, in 
the beſt and moſt frugal Manner ; and the 
ſuppoſed Integrity of his Intentions made me 
the more willingly overlook, or excuſe, ſome 
Inconſiſtencies, falſe R caſonings, and trifling 
Obſervations interſperſed with an Air of 
Importance throughout the Preface. JI after- 
wards, at my Leiſure, went through the 
whole Book with great Care and Attention ; 
and in a Subſequent Journey to N —k in 
my Way to London, I had the further Cu- 
riofity, as it was Natural, to inform myſelf, 
what this CH. .-, the Author of the 
Account of the Donations, was doing, what 
Schemes for the Publick Good he was carrying 
on, what Improvements he was making in the 
Charity Eſtates, and how far his Behaviour 
in his Office had anſwered the Expefations 
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of the Pariſhoners. But here I found myſelf 
as much diſappointed, as, it ſeems They were 
for 1 was entertain d with Nothing but Com- 
plaints and Inveclives againſt him; and the 
more 1 mquired into the Particulars of his 
Condubt, in the worſe Light it appear d. At 
length 1 had the Arongeft Aſſurances from 
Perſons of Reputation and Knowledge in the 
Affairs of = Pariſh, that tho' in his Book 
he had repreſented the Right of a certain 
Eſtate to be veſted in the M--y-r and Al--- 
men for their Uſe, That Eſtate was expreſsly 
deviſed by the Mill of the Donor to the 
M--y-r and Al---m-n for the Uſe of the 
Poor ; as if One of his Views in publiſhing 
an Account of the Donations to the Pariſh 
had been to take away, as far as he could, 
a conſiderable Donation from the Poor Far 
milies in it; that this ſame CH. /. -M had 


been Guilty of the moſt flagrant Abuſes of | 
his Truſt, in a Variety of Inſtances, openly 
aud publickly ; that he was ſo far influenced 
by private Conſiderations, as (in Concert with 
his Fe- and Bi) to procure the Under- 

letting 
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letting of the Charity Eſtates Immoderately; 
and that he had moſt Contemptuouſly fruſ- 
trated and counter-afted the Decree of the 
I- Ch—<-r, ſowell calculated forthe bet- 
ter Regulation of thoſe Eſtates, and but lately 
made upon a Complaint of Miſapplications 
and Miſmanagements in them. Theſe cruel 
_ Oppreſſions of the Poor, and aſtoniſhing Acts 
of Treachery againſt the Rights of the Pa- 
riſhoners, ſo contrary to the Principles of 
an honeſt Truſtee laid down in the Preface, 
excited in me a Reſolution to expoſe his Gant 
and Hypocriſy, and to publith an Account 
of his and ſome of his Family's unjuſtifiable 
Tranſactions, agreeable to the Relations I 
have received of them from Perſons of Un- 
queſtionable Veracity, who had Opportunities 
of knowing thoſe Affairs with the utmoſt 
Exatneſs.s My chief Motive in underta- 
king this Taſk is to vindicate the Cauſe of 
the Inhabitants of Nx, and particularly 
the Poor, againſt———an unfaithful Truſtee 
of their Charity Eſtates, and to procure, if” 
poſſible, an Immediate, as it is Neceſſary, 
| ant 
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and for the future a Regular, Application 
not only of the Rents of Mr. C--l-g-w--d's 
Houſe, but of other Charities, at preſent 
detained by the F----r of the Ch -. . 
As my Deſign is good, notwithſtand- 
ing any Tnaccaracies of Style, I perſwade 
myſelf, that I can only be loaded with 
Cenſure by Thoſe, who for certain Reaſons 
may probably be the moſt Deſerving of it ; 
and hope, I ſhall not fail to receive the 
Approbation of every Charitable and 
Conſtientious Reader, whom I ſhall now leave 
to the ſeveral Paſſions of Indignation and 
Compaſſion, which will alternately riſe in 
him upon the Peruſal of the following 
Sheets, 


REMARKS 


S 
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R E M A R K 8 


ON THE 


PREFACE 


B O OK, Sc. 


H E Author of the Preface under Exa- 
mination takes no ſmall Pains to eſtabliſh 
this important Truth, P. 3. That it is 
natural for People to defire to know, and neceſſary 
for them to be informd of their own Affairs. He 
commends the Inhabitants of V. for juſtifying 
this his wonderful Obſervation by their Deſire of 
Knowledge and Information in Regard to their 
Charity Eſtates, and adds, that all Honeſt Men in 
Truſt cannot but concur with them herein; for as 
ſuch entertain not, nor purſue any Views but for 
the Publick Good, the Obſervation of the Pariſh is 
what of all Things they would wiſh for ; their Be- 
— 


_ haviour, 


2 

haviour the more it is examined and ſerutinixed, 
the more it will be approv d of. P. 3, 4. What is 
chieffy propoſed therefore by the following Sheets is, 
to give a plain and juſt Repreſentation of ſome late 
Pariſh Tranſactions, wherein the Author of this 
Preface, who is a Ch----w-=---n, and as ſuch, com- 
plimented by Himſelf with the Title of one of the 
Honeſt Men in Truſt, may have the Pleaſure to 
fee His Behaviour examined and ſcrutinized accord- 
ing to his Wiſh, and receive all the Approbation he 
deſerves, if he does but deviate into the Execution 
of one Faithful Part ; and on the other Hand, that 
the Publick may be upon their Guard againſt 
being deceiv'd by a Multitude of empty Words ; by 
Pretences to Openneſs and Fairneſs; by falſe Infi- 
nuations, and malicious Reflections. When the Facts 
are related with the proper Remarks upon them, it 
will not be difficult to judge, with what Deſign the 
Performance under Conſideration was publiſh'd, 
whether it was with a View to the Good of the Pa- 
riſhioners by the Improvement of their Charitable 
Donations, or whether our Author's Intent was not, 
partly to throw Duſt into the Eyes of the Pariſhioners, | 
whilſt his B——r was employed in picking up the 
Gold ; and partly to deſtroy, as much as in him 
lay, the Credit of a certain C—m---n and Truſtee, 
whom, it is well known, his F----r had before 


endeavoured, with all poſſible Induſtry and Viru- 


lence, 


W 


1 


lence, to defame and aſperſe by the moſt groſs and 
ſtudied Falſhoods in all Places and in all Companies; 
for no other Reaſon, than becauſe That Perſon had 
oppos'd the mercenary Schemes of the Family, and 
laid open their unjuſtifiable Conduct to the Obſer- 

vation of the whole Pariſh. | 
Upon comparing this Preface with the Actions of 
the Writer, the Image of a Mountebank on the Stage 
naturally occurs to one's Thoughts, who publiſhes 
his Bills with the ſame Deſign, as this Ch--—-w---n 
did his Book; talks with a lofty Air of his ſurprizing 
Cures, as our Author does of the wonderful Benefit 
of Leaſes; tells you, He is one of the honeſt Men 
in the Profeſſion, and as ſuch entertains not, nor 
purſues any Views but for the publick Good; trum- 
pets it out, that His Behaviour the more it is exa- 
min d and ſcrutinized, the more it will be approv'd 
of; a Reward amply ſufficient to excite to Action 
even the moſt} Indolent; that He Travels up and 
down the Country (even from V------4 as far as 
E---rt--n) in the worſt of Weather, not from any 
ſelfiſh Motives, but for the Service of Mankind; that 
he labours, till he Sweats again, to make you be- 
lieve, that He is the Man of known Probity and Ho- 
nour, not to be byaſſed by Fear, Aﬀe&tion, or pri- 
vate Intereſt; of Capacity to manage All Cures, and 
willing for the Public Good to go through the 
Fatigues of his Profeſſion, P. 7. And all the while 
B 2 =. phat 
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that he is thus ſounding his own Praiſes, and throw- 
ing out Reflections, without Truth or Mercy, againſt 
the Neighbouring Regulars, an Under Agent, 
fectly well qualified for the Purpoſe, is ſedulouſly 
engaged in collecting the Money from the gaping 
Populace, that ſurrounds the Stage. The Characters 
of the two Quacks here exhibited, tho' of different 
Profeſſions, ſeem to bear a near Reſemblance, and it 
were to be wiſh'd, that the Practices of our Au- 
thor had not been productive of as Bad Effects, and 
as Injurious to the Town of 1V-------h, as the Noſ- 
trums of an Empirick uſually are to his Unfortunate 
Patients; + e ky 
The Hiſtory of this Ch---w---n, on His Stage of 
Action, aided, abetted, and ſupported by a F——r, 


not leſs Worthy, will be undertaken with the greater 


Readineſs and Pleaſure, as it is to be hoped, that, 
when his Behaviour throughout the whole Courſe of 
his Office, and even beyond the Term of it, ſhall 
be impartially repreſented, the Inhabitants will no 
more give Credit to his deluſive Profeſſions and 
vain Pretences, in Caſe he ſhould have Reſolution 
enough to ſue again for the ſame Office, nor liſten 
to his Recommendation of any Pariſh-Officer, in 


Caſe he ſhould have the Confidence to offer it; Ex- 


perienc2 has ſhewn, that whom he may Recommend, 


he way Influence, and how Pernicious his Intlu- 


ences and Meaſures have lately been, will appear 
from the following moſt faithful Relation of them. 


But 


3 


per- 
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But, before we enter upon a Detail of this 
 Ch-w=—n's Operations, when in Office, it may not 
be improper to explain, by what Ways he inſinuated 
himſelf into it; and upon this Occaſion it cannot 
ſurely be ſoon forgot in V——4, how he went about 
in a private Manner, artfully repreſenting to the Pa- 
riſhioners, that the then preſent Ch-w—n, Mr. 
M——/—=s, had been elected into that Office for ſe- 
veral Years ſucceſſively, which, as he alledg'd, was 
contrary to Law, Reaſon and Cuſtom; that many 
very worthy Inhabitants would be ready to come in- 
to the Place, which was grown to be a Truſt of Im- 
portance to the Town, from their late . Recovery 
of diverſe Charity Eſtates; and for his own Part, if 
the Pariſh ſhould be pleas'd to think well of Him, he 
would undertake all the Fatigues, and diſcharge all 
the Duties of the Truſt ; that he would apply the 
Publick Money in the moſt advantageous Manner, 
eaſe the Pariſh in its Aſſeſſments, ſtrike off a vaſt 
Number of expenſive Articles, and make a Multi- 
tude of uſeful Regulations; in ſhort, he appear'd big 
with many wonderful Schemes for the Publick Good, 
and only deſired to be choſen into the Office for One 
Year, that he might have an Opportunity to diſplay 
his extraordinary Talents, and ſhew them, what 
mighty Feats he could do. A Gentleman may cer- 
tainly, without any Derogation to his Honour, ſol- 
licit the Place of a Chw—n, with a View to re- 
form Abuſes, and purge away Corruptions; and 

; when 


E 
when ſuch an one takes this troubleſome Office upon 
him, and diſcharges it with Prudence and Integrity, 
he raiſes his own Character, and dignifies the Place 
he accepts. But how low and deſpicable muſt the 
Part acted by this Candidate appear, when it is con- 
ſider'd, that he was not uſing his Arts and Induſtry to 
ſet aſide an unactive, unskilful, and corrupt Officer; 
but labouring to remove a moſt experienc'd, uſeful, 
and upright Ch—w —n, who, tho he had been elect- 
ed into the Office for ſeveral Years before, had with 
uncommon Diligence employ'd that Time, amongſt 
other Services, in viewing and regulating the long 
negle&ed, and much abus'd Charity Eſtates ; in ma- 
king the ſtricteſt Inquiries, in order to the Recovery 
of Lands from Perſons, who, from being the Te- 
nants, were fetting up to be the Proprietors of them; 
and in putting all the Farms into the beſt Condition 
imaginable for the Advantage of the Pariſhioners ; 
of which Services they were ſo highly ſenſible, that 
for their Own Sakes they had from Time to Time 
unanimouſly voted him into the Office, voluntarily, 
and without His Sollicitation, not regarding, how Long 
he had ſerv'd, but how Faithfully; Againſt ſuch a 
Ch—w—n did the Candidate, we are now ſpeaking 
of, direct all his Artillery, committing a double In- 
jury to the Town, not only by getting Him turn'd 
out, but Himſelf brought in, not only by ſtopping 
the Current of much future Good, which muſt have 
accru'd to the Pariſh from the Management of the 

2 Former, 
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EF 
Former, but by letting in a Torrent of Preſent Evil, 
which the latter has brought upon us, together with 
Apprehenſions of future Corruptions and Miſchiefs, 
which may ariſe from his bad Example. And yet 
neither by his private Applications, ſolemn Promiſes, 
or any natural Intereſt of his Own, could he have 
in'd his Point, had not another Circumſtance fa- 
vour'd his Deſign, and compleated his Succeſs. 
The r of this Ch-w—n is St—d to the 
Court of a certain Great Man, whoſe Dependants 
and "Tenants he eaſily engages to vote for him in Pa- 
riſh Affairs, and to favour any Tranſactions, how 
wrong ſoever, wherein he is known to be the Direc- 
tor; for it is juſtly obſervd, that Men are more 
afraid of a St—d, than a Landlord. But we are per- 
ſwaded, if the Noble Perſon had been truly acquaint- 
ed with the Circumſtances of Affairs, He would 
in Juſtice and Compaſſion to his Friends and Tenants 
have left them to their own free Determinations in all 
Points, where the Rights of the Pariſh were concern'd, 
and have taken effectual Care to remove their Appre- 
henſions of being any way diſturb'd in their Poſſeſſi- 
ons, or hurt in their Expectations, in Caſe they ap- 
pear'd againſt the St d in Defence of their Publick 
Properties. We have too juſt an Opinion of the Un- 
derſtanding of this Noble Perſon, not to believe, that 
he would in ſuch Caſe have foreſeen, that His Intereſt, 
if continually ſtrain'd on ſuch Occaſions as Thoſe, 
would be exceedingly weaken'd, when any Occaſions 


of 
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of his Own might require the Exertion of it; and 


that his Strength, which might be powerful in Strug⸗ 


gles of another Kind, would be harraſs d away, and 


diſſipated, if abus d ad made ſubſervient to the mer- 


cenary Views of a St— d, eſpecially of a St—d, 
who would be found to be of no — or In- 
fluence in the Town of V——&, if not countenanc'd 


by this Man of Quality. 


By the Intereſt: — of this Noble Perſonage, by 
the Artifices above-mention'd, and by a Kind of Sur- 


prize (by which Towns, we know, are ſometimes ta- 


ken, before any regular Oppoſition can be form'd) did 
the Author of this Preface become one of the 


 Ch-w—ns; and by the fame Methods it was not 


difficult for him to lead two others along with him 
into the ſame Office, and Truſt; and indeed he did 


make Choice of Men, whom he could always Lead 
into any Thing; who follow'd and voted, and acted, 


according to His Dictates; as if they had no T houghts, 
no Wills, no Motions of their own ; as if they were 


mere Things, and not Perſons. We heartily wiſh, we 
could drop one Word in Defence of theſe Men; but 


upon the moſt favourable Review of their Conduct, 


they muft ſtand condemned as utterly Inexcuſable ; 
tho' they are not ſo Culpable, as their Dictator, and 
Forward Chiet---Forward indeed---For no ſooner was 
he elected into the Office, than he enter'd upon the 
Execution of it, before he had qualified himſelf by 


taking the Oaths, which he conſtantly: affirm'd he 


might 
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EW 
might lawfully do. Whether this over-haſty Step is 
to be imputed to his Ignorance, or his Impatience to 
execute his important Schemes, might be ſomewhat 
doubtful; and Charity might rather incline us to 
attribute it to Ignorance, if the whole Tenour of his 
Subſequent Conduct had not prov'd ſo Unworthy, fo 
Injurious, and ſo contrary to the Truſt committed 
to him : Some of the more publick Inſtances whereof 


ſhall now be ſet forth in a true Light, without Exag- 


geration, it being our Purpoſe to draw the Portraiture 
of this Ch. gn in the Juſteſt Lineaments, and 


not at all Bigger than the Lite. 


Mr. M------s, whoſe valuable Services to the 
Town have before been mentioned in general, had 
plann'd the Eſtate at Ev--r-- in ſuch a Manner, 
that he made all the Farms very commodious for the 
reſpective Tenants, and enter'd in a Book an exact 


Terrier, or Particular of the various Kinds of Land; 


for which Service, and the frequent Entertainment of 
Company at his Houſe on this Occaſion, he Deſerv'd 


abundantly more than he receiv'd, or Deſir'd to re- 
ceive. The Eſtate was afterwards offer'd to be let in 


January, 1747, to the Beft Bidder, purſuant to the 
Decree of the Court of Chancery, when a Number of 
Tenants, publickly in the Church, before the M- y--r, 
and all the other Truſtees of the Eſtate at Eu- rt -n, 
agreed to take the ſeveral Farms for three Years, and 


to pay all Taxes whatſoever, all Pariſh Rates and 


Quit-rents, and went away well ſatisfied with their 
C Bargains. 


[ wo | | 
Bargains. But ſoon after this new Ch-—w——n came 
into Office, which was at Eafter 1748, the Inhabitants 
were ſurpriz'd with Complaints from the Tenants at 
Ev--rt--n; whether He was not concern'd in exciting 
or encouraging them, the Reader will quickly judge. 
Mr. F-—/s, one of the Principal Tenants, came to a 
private Meeting of the Truſtees, and acted the Part of 
a Man, who would be thought to be much aggriev'd 
by having taken a very hard Bargain about five or fix 
Months before, and concluded with defiring an Abate- 
ment of the Land Tax ; in which he was immediately 
and warmly Seconded and Supported by this 
Ch W nn, one of the Truſtees, who, notwith- 
ſtanding the late known Agreement in the Church, 
pleaded as Strenuouſly in the Tenant's Favour, as if 
he had been Retaind by him; affected an Air of 
mighty Concern, and declar'd himſelf very ready to 
conſent to the Abatement, if others would concur 
with him in it. But one of the Truſtees gave it as 
His Opinion, that they could not, confiſtently with 
Honour and Juftice to the Town, diffolve an Agree- 
ment, which had been regularly made, and Privately 
diſcharge the Tenants from the Payment of the Land 
Tax, which they had Publickly taken upon them- 
ſelves for the Term of three Years; and that for his 
own Part, he thought himſelf the more oblig'd to 
oppoſe the Motion, as he was perſwaded from the 
declar d Opinion of a former Truſtee, who had view'd 
all the Farms, and underſtood them the Beſt, that the 


Rents. 
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Rents were Moderate, and Eaſy, He then ask'd Mr. 
F „, whether he would be willing to throw 
up his Bargain, of which he had ſo grievouſly com- 
plain'd, that the Farm might be Publickly let 
again to the Beſt Bidder. But this he refus'd to 
do, and in the End acknowledged, that he had 
taken it for three Years, ſubje&t to the Payment of 
all Taxes, and inſiſted upon holding it on the ſame 
Terms, rather than run the Hazard of looſing it by 
being overbid. Another Tenant, who came with him 

upon the ſame Errand, and with the like Complaint, 
agreed likewiſe to hold on his Land on the like Con- 
ditions. Thus the pretended Grievances, apo d by 
the Tenants, and juſtified by this Ch n, 
as if in the Confederacy, quickly vaniſh” "Ig Every 
Thing now in Appearance remain d quiet at Ey---7- 
g. for ſome Months at leaſt ; but not fo the Spirit 
of this Ch——w——n at V——, as will be ſeen 
hereafter, 

But, before we loſe Sight of the preceding tal 
action, it may be proper to obſerve, that, during the 
Courſe of the Debate before mention'd, one of the 
Truſtees propos d, that in Caſes of Conſequence to 
the Pariſh, ſuch as the Abatement of Taxes, or other 
Diminution of the Income from the Charity Eſtates, 
All the Truſtees ſhould be Publickly fummon'd to 
meet, not in a Private Room, but in the Body of the 
Church, on a Day to be appointed, agreeably to the 
Directions of the Decree on other Occaſions, when 


C 2 They, 


eee . 
They, with the Aſſiſtance of the Pariſh, and in the 
Preſence of the 'Fenants, might inform themſelves 
more perfectly of the Circumſtances of any Matters 
brought before them; be the beiter enabled to judge 
of the Merits of any Complaint, and then proceed to 
a proper Determination. This Truſtee imagin'd, 
that Incautious, or Unexperiencd Men migbt be 
ſuddenly drawn into Conceſſions and Compliances at 
a Private Meeting, againſt which, in a Publick 
Aſſembly of the Pariſh, they might be advis'd and 
guarded; and that Men of Corrupt Principles might 
take Reſolutions injurious to the Pariſh in Private, 
which they might not venture upon ſo freely in a 
more open Place of Obſervation: but this Method of 
tranſacting Buſineſs of Moment in a Publick Manner, 
with reaſonable Notice to All the Truſtees, was re- 
jected, and particularly by this Ch——w——n. 
He would have Nothing of this Kind examin'd in 
Publick, he would keep the Pariſhioners, as much 
as poſſible, in the Dark, and Reſolve and Act every 
Thing, as far as he could, at a Private Meeting. But 
how 1s this Behaviour of His to be reconcil'd with the 
Principle laid down in his Preface? For in P. 3. He 
declares, that All honeſt Men in Truft- cannot but con- 
cur in letting the Pariſhioners into the Knowledge of 
their Affairs; which yet we find he refus'd to do, 
when call'd upon, notwithſtanding all the Cant of 
his Profeſſions. So averſe was this Ch——w——n 
from having his Behaviour, as he pretended, exa- 


mind 


l 
mind and ſcrutinix d, that it is well known, Private 
Meetings were held, and diſhonourable Reſo- 
lutions taken by Him, and Others, when Some 
of the Truſtees themſelves had no Notice at all of 
ſuch Meetings. Can He then be call'd oe of tbe 
Honeft Men in Truft, who, as he ſays, P. 4, wiſh of 
all Things for the Obſervation of the Pariſh, when to 
the utmoſt of his Power he has induſtriouſly declin'd 
and avoided all Obſervations. There is a remarkable 
Paſſage in a celebrated Latin Author, as we have 
read it in an Exgliſb Tranſlation, to this Purpoſe. 
Of all the Unjuſt Men in the World, They are the 
© moſt Capital Offenders, who whilſt they are acting 
* all the Parts of Fraud and Diſhoneſty, are taking all 
© imaginable Pains to be thought Honeſt Men. 
But now we muſt adviſe this Lovely Writer to put 
on no more his Mask of Hypocriſy, which is become 
ſo tranſparent, ſo very eaſily to be ſeen through, that 
no more of the Purpoſes at Y- will probably be 
ſerv'd by it. Indeed, we apprehend, he borrow'd it 
from his F r, who himſelf had us'd it for ſo many 
Years, that it is no Wonder if it be grown too Thin 
to cover the Inſincerity or Treachery either of the 
one or the other. „ 
How Honeſt the Deſigns of this Ch——w-—n 
were, and what Effects his Private Cabals had againſt 
the Intereſt of the Town, we ſhall immediately 
unfold to you. In December 1748, a Meeting was 
held, unknown to two of the Truſtees, in a Private 


Room, 


but this Ch 


"” Cs 
Room, when this Ch n produced a Wri- 
ting ready drawn up, ww containing in Subſtance, 


that the Majority of the Truſtees reſolv'd to take off 


the Land Tax from the Tenants at Ev--r7--2, notwith- 
ſtanding their own late Conſent to pay it two Years 
longer ; but This was upon Condition, That They 
quould agree to take Leaſes, The Writing was im- 
mediately Signed by all the Truſtees preſent, except 
One, who honeſtly at firſt objected to it; becauſe 
as he ſaid, he had lately, in Concert with others, let 
the Farms 'in the Church for three Years, and the 
Tenants had then — to pay all Taxes whatever; 
n found Means at laſt to ſa- 
tisfy the e inger of the diſſenting Truſtee, or 
perhaps wearied him into a Compliance with a Mul- 
titude of fallacious Arguments. Having carried this 
Point, He did not think it much to ride above twent 

Miles, more like an Agent and Undertaker for 
Ev--rt--1, than a Ch w-——n and Truſtee for 
{V- k, and . the joyful News to 
the Tenants of getting off the Land-Tax; and the 
more effectually to remove any Diſtruſt, which they 


might yet entertain, as Some of them had been 
lately diſappointed, he produc'd his Credentials 
from the Majority of the Truſtees, and comforted 


their Eyes with the Sight of the Paper fign'd in their 
Favour, This animated and encouraged all the Te- 


nants, even Mr. F—-/s himſelf, (who had twice 


agreed to hold his Farm for 3 Years with the 
Payment 
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and Truſtee of N 


take, were to be prepared by his own B 


Payment of all Kinds of Taxes) to come to a Reſo- 
lution of repairing to M——4, at the appointed 


Time, in order to have this New Pargain of the 
Truſtees confirmed and carried into Krecution Many 
Truſtees, have to their Honour, made long Journeys 
and us'd their beſt Endeavours to promote the Good 
and Advantage of the Parties, for whom they were 
concern'd ; but we have unhappily ſeen a C——w—n 
25, tho' not greatly to his 
Reputation, pleading with uncommon Warmth, ta- 


king many Steps in the worſt Seaſon of the Year, and 
putting himſelf to a monſtrous Share of Trouble, not 


to preſerve or improve, but to leſſen and ſuppreſs, for 
the Term of Twenty-one Years, the ae ee 5 
thoſe very Inhabitants, for whoſe Benefit only H 
pretended, and ſolemnly profeſs d, to undertake the 
Cane | 

It will naturally be asK'd, with what View could 
this Riding Officer in Truſt take ſo much Pains to 
travel from Place to Place, and a& with fo much 
Spirit and Vigour on this Occaſion ? Why is a great 
Number of Tenants at Ev--7t--z kindly invited, 
and affectionately, intreated by this Ch——w—n to 
accept an Abatement of the Land-Tax? It will, we 
believe, be Difficult to aſſign any other true Reaſon, 


than that a large Number of Leaſes, which the 


Tenants were oblig'd by the Terms of the Treaty to 


"A 4 
was to receive from every Tenant two Guineas 


and 
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and an half, This was the Motive of his Journey. 
This was a Reward, to uſe his own Expreſſion, am- 
45 Hen to excite him to Action, P. 4. His 
that He himſelf, or his 
"4 q) was to be a conſiderable Gainer by a Mul- 
titude of Leaſes, whilſt the Pariſhioners were to be 
conſiderable Looſers by a Multitude of Abatements. 
We beg * to borrow once more the Words of 
this Ch n, in P. 4. If for private Pur- 
poſes the uſe of Publick Truſt fhall at any Time be 


attempted, a Scheme can be ſcarce ſooner plotted, than 
diſcovered. 


But before the Eſtates at Eur. could be 
leas'd, there was yet another Dithculty to be ſur- 
mounted, another Hill for this indefatigable Man to 
climb up, before he could ſee the End of his Labours. 
Tt is decreed by the Lord Chir, that the P ſh 

Cl. xk ſhall give Notice on a Sunday in the Church 
of V——4, of the Time and Place of letting the 
Charity Eſtates to the Beſt Bidders; and tho this 
Ch— n did not doubt, but the Cl k (to 
whom, out of the Fulneſs of his imaginary Power, 
he had promis d an Augmentation of his Salary, if 
he would publiſh the Contents of any Fs put 
into his Hands by him the faid Ch n) 
would readily 3 at the tempting Bait, e pay * 
due Obedience to bis Orders; yet it happen' d in this 
Caſe, that the Cl-—k, being appriz d of the 
unjuſtifiable Deſigus on Foot, refus d to comply with 


his 


. 
his Direction to give Notice of letting the Farms. 
Here a Stop was put to the Publication of the Re- 
quiſite Notice, at leaſt for another Week. But this 
Ch W n, not a little provok'd at the Cl—k s 
Refuſal to read the Paper of Notice, (which was like 
a Refuſal to read a Money Bill for the Family) and 
bound in Honour, as he might think to perform his 
lately renew'd Engagements, how diſhonourable ſoever, 
with the Eu- ri Tenants, reſolv d tomakeUſe of ſome 
other Expedient to anſwer his Purpoſe. Having found, 
that the P---ſh Cl k was not to be allur'd by Promiſes, 
nor terrified by Threats of removing him from his 
Place (which he ignorantly imagin'd he had Power to 
do) He applies to the Bellman to cry the ſeveral 
Farms to be let in the Church on ſuch a Day. The 
Man, aſham'd of the New Part he was to act, went 
to this Ch -n in the Time of Divine Service, 
and begg'd to be excus'd from the Office he was 
impoſing upon him; but the other in a violent Man- 
ner threatened the poor Bellman alſo, that he would 
get him turn'd out of his Place, if he refus d to obey 
him. The Bellman, not yet to be prevail'd upon, hurries 
away in a Fright to the M--y--r, who order'd him to 
do, what was requir'd, if the Ch——w-——n would 
ſtand by him. Compell'd by this Authority the Man, 
after the laſt Prayer was read, in a trembling Con- 
dition, though ſupported on each Side by this and 
another Ch n, cried out in the beſt Man- 
ner he could, the ſeveral Farms at Eu- u to be 


D let 
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= let at ſuch a Time. So far then was the Affair ad- 
. vanced by this active and Sanctified Ch—w——n, 
who in the Time of Publick Prayer, whilſt he ſhould 
have been imploring the Mercy of Heaven to take 
no Vengeance on his Sins, was threatening an in- 
offenſive Fellow- Creature with taking Vengeance 
hi upon him for ſcrupling to do his dirty Work; was 
1 promoting an unjuſtifiable Cauſe in the Houſe of 
= God by unjuſtifiable Ways; and, in the very Face of 
the Pariſh, betraying the Intereſt of it to the Inha- 
bitants of another Place; and yet, not out of any 
Regard, or real Tenderneſs for Them, but from a 
Family Motive. From whence we find, that neither 
the Sacredneſs of Places, nor of Truſts, can awe or z 
reſtrain ſome Men, when Eager in the Purſuit of 2 
Sordid Views. ns : xz 
It may not be unſeaſonable in this Place to ac- 
quaint the Reader with the Revenge taken by this 9 
Ch—w—n againſt the poor P—ſh Cl—k for L 
his Refuſal to read his Paper in the Church. He E- 
had been graciouſly pleaſed to allow fome Money out | 
of the Publick Stock to Him, and three other Pariſh- 
Officers, in lieu, as he expreſs d himſelf, of a Viſita- 
tion Dinner. But tho he continued to give this Boun- 
ty to three of the abovementioned Officers, he did 
not beſtow the like Favour on the P——ſfh Cl---k, 
who, as we ſaid before, had ſo highly diſoblig'd him; 
and yet in his Publick Accounts to the Pariſh he 
charges the Payment of the fame Sum, as if given 
— 8 


Lv] 

to Him, as well as to the Others: Thus he gratified 
his Malice againſt the Cl---k, by withholding from 
him the Money charg'd to be paid to him, and at 
the ſame Time gratitied his Avarice by keeping it as 
long as he could in his own Pocket; I ſay as long as 
he could ; for unluckily it happen'd, that one of the 
Truſtees made a Diſcovery of the whole Affair, and 
the conſcientious Ch—— w——n was obligd to Re- 
fund, what he had ſo falſely charg'd. If he ſhould 
pretend to extenuate his Crime by urging, that the 
Money charged to be given was but trifling, I would 
ask any Caſuiſt, if the Smallneſs of a Sum wrong- 
fully kept or taken, leſſens the Injuſtice of the 
Action. Surely it is not the Quantity of the Money, 
but the ill Manner of getting it, which conſtitutes 
the Crime; and it is well known, that the more 
Corrupt any Man is, the Lower he will Stoop. . 
But this Ch—w——2n had a much higher Game 
in View, which the Reader will immediately find 
him very eager to purſue. In January, 1748, the 
Day, the never to be forgotten Day came, when the 
ſeveral Farms at Ev--77--n, purſuant to the unuſual 
Notice given by the Bellman in the Church, were of- 
fer d to be let again. But were they then really and 
fairly offer'd to be let again to the Beſt Bidders, as 
the Decree directs? No; It will too plainly appear, 
that this Ch n intended None ſhould be 
the Succęſeful, tho Beſt Bidders, but that Knot of 
Tenants, who, on his repeated Invitations, had 
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flock d over to V------k, only to go through the Ce- 


der- ſtruck, was Speechleſs for a Time. 
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remony of Bidding, and then to return Home with 
Lightſomeneſs and Chearfulneſs, when they had un- 


loaded themſelves of that Grievous Burthen the 
Land-Tax, of which this kind Ch-—w——n had 


promiſed to eaſe them, by laying it on the Shoul- 


ders of the Pariſhioners at Y——k. Amongſt others 


appear d again Mr. F—/s, who (whether infatuated, 
or to uſe his own Phraſe, In/nar'd, not by ſome of 
the Truſtees, as He complain'd, but by this IIl- 
adviſing Ch——w——n, if by any) ſuffer d his 


excellent Houſe and Farm, which were very eaſily 


rented, to be put up again. Mr. H with an Air 


of Security offer d no more than the ſame Rent he had 


twice before agreed to pay, tho' he was now to be 


freed from the Payment of the Land-Tax by the 


above-mentioned Compact with /ome of the Honeſg 


Men in Truſt. But, contrary to the Expectations of 


Mr. F——/s, and the Ch——w——n himſelf, it hap- 
pen d that an Inhabitant of V-, well appriz'd of 
the Value of the Farm, immediately offer'd a larger 
Rent than Mr. F; who, ſurpriz d and thun- 


Methinks I 
ke him wildly and confuſedly ſtaring at this Ch 


w——n, and the other Truſtees, and as it were 


filently imploring their Aid and Relief. But this 
C 


——w— and the other Truſtees were equally 
confounded, and throwing their downcaſt Eyes a- 


skew at one another, durſt not venture, in the Face 


of 
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of the Pariſh, to ſet aſide the Beſt Bidder, without 
alledging ſome plauſible Pretence for it; even their 
Number could not keep them in Countenance. At 
length one of them recovering himſelf a little, re- 
ſolv d to try the Force of a Stratagem, which juſt 
came into his Head, to help out his Friend in ſo de- 
plorable a Condition. He demanded, that the Per- 
ſon, who had Offer d the moſt Rent, ſhould give 
ſuch Security to pay it, as ſhould be approv'd, and 
that inſtantly, before the Meeting broke up, other- 
wiſe he ſhould not be the Tenant. This New De- 
vice a little raiſed the Spirits of Mr. F--/s ; for there 
was a Poſſibility, that the Friends of the Bidder 
might have been from Home; or that the Bidder 
himſelf by ſome Accident or other might not be able 
to return within the Shortneſs of the Time limited, 
and conſequently might have been Diftanc'd ; or that 
the Security, if he brought Any, might have been 
captiouſly, and with more Craft than Reaſon, ob- 
jected to, and thus he might have been Jockied. But 
by Good Luck he immediately found a Gentleman, 
who engaged by a Note under his Hand to be an- 
{werable for the Rent. The Note was brought with 
all Expedition, handed about, and peruſed in a ful- 
len Manner by the Truſtees, as if it were a kind of 
mortifying Difappointment to Them, to have the 
Security offered, which they pretended to want. All 
of them ſat Silent over it for a Time, neither ap- 
proving, nor diſapproving it; at laſt it was faintly 
own d 
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own'd to be unexceptionable. What could Mr. 
F—{5 do under fo Terrible a Diſappointment ? 
Why, he became an Humble Petitioner, that he 
might be Suffered to continue in his Farm another 


Year, in which to the great Joy of his Heart he ſuc- 


ceeded. Thus He, who, juſt before, had com- 


plain'd of his former Bargain, (into which, as he ſaid, 
he had been Igſnar d and urg d, that if he held it 
any longer, it would be an Inconvenience and a 
Grievance to Himſelf and Family, not to be borne, 
moſt gratefully acknowledg'd the Favour of being 
help'd to his Farm again ; ; but for a Year longer, 


and with an Addition of Rent into the Bargain. This 


puts one in mind of the Poor Man in the Fable, who 
threw down his Burthen, and call'd upon Death to 
relieve him from a Toilſome Life, not to be ſupport- 
ed any longer. Death appear d, and the Man 
earneſtly intreated him, that He would be fo kind as 
to help him up with his Burthen again. Here it 
is proper to acquaint the Reader, that this very Bar- 
gain complain'd of by Mr. F---/s, and repreſented = 
to the Pariſh by this Ch——w——n with a Woful 

and Piteous Countenance, to be intolerably Grievous 
to him, was not only acknowledg'd by the Tenant 
himſelf to be Reaſonable enough, ſince he was glad 
to take it up again, but was in Truth fo Reaſonable, 
that even an higher Rent than the advanc'd one, 


paid by Mr. F---/s, has been fince offer'd by Ano- 


ther, 


HH. 


The 
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The above Account concerning Mr. Fes Farm, 
together with an Incident, that happened ſome Time 


before, naturally ſuggeſts an Inquiry after this 


Ch—w——n's boaſted Uprightneſs, Impartiality, 
and Regard to the true Intereſt of M-, who could 
ſo rigorouſly demand Security to be given by an In- 


habitant of /, and a Man of Credit (I mean 


the Bidder againſt Mr. F--/5) and to be given imme- 


diately, perhaps in half an Hour, before the Truſtees 
left the Church, without which he muſt looſe the Be- 


nefit of the Farm, and the Town looſe the Advantage 
of His Bidding ; and yet when two Truſtees inſiſted 
on Security to be given by another Tenant, who 
lived at a Diſtance from V., and whoſe Cir- 


Spot. 


cumſtances were intirely unknown to the Truſtees, 
according to their own Acknowledgment, this ſame 
Ch—w——n could think fit to reply, that Secu- 
rity from him was Needleſs, becauſe there would al- 
ways be a ſufficient Stock upon the Ground for the 
Payment of an half Year's Rent. But this Argu- 
ment, it ſeems, was not to be applied in Favour of a 
Native of V., and one who liv'd uf 


the very 


The Truth is, this Inhabitant had not only 


been Guilty of an unpardonable Offence in Bidding 
an Higher Rent than the Tenant in Poſſeſſion ; but 
he unluckily happen'd to be no Voter for this 
Ch—w----- 
and therefore He was to be no Tenant to the Town 
of MI, if any Method could have been contriv'd 


n, when a Candidate for the Office, 


to 
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to exclude him. This unworthy Motive of his Op- 
poſition is to be the more cenſur'd in this Ch----- 
W -n, as in P. 7. he puts on the Air of a good 
5 Chriſtian, and would be thought Sollicitous to 4 / 


countenance and to guard againſt all Attacks of Ma- 


lice and Defign. With the ſame Phariſaical Tender- 
neſs does he pretend to preach Peaceableneſs one with 
another, and to condemn ſuch Proceedings, as are 
oppoſite to the Laws of good Neighbourhood, P. 7. 5 
while in this late Proceeding he could not be re- 5 
ſtrain'd, even by his own Advice, from betraying the | 
moſt evident Prejudice and Rancour againſt One, 
who is his oppoſite Neighbour, and had done him 
no other Harm than to benefit the Town by the 
Offer of a higher Rent for a Farm, which is eafily 
rented even at the advanced Price. „ 
But if the Reader require ſtill further Conviction 
of this Ch——w——n's and his Family's corrupt and 
partial Management, he will pleaſe to give Attention 
to the following Relation. On that ever Memorable 
Day, when Mr. F--/s's Farm was let and relet, and 
Another, rented at 13 J. a Year, was afterwards put 
up to be let, this Ch-----w——n expatiated upon the 
Unreaſonableneſs of Men's Bidding againſt one ano- 
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4 ther and his B— r, the 1—n-CIl—— k, equally 
| Honeſt, tho no Truſtee, was pleas d to declare, that 
0 the preſent Tenant was a Good one, and that he 
Wo ought in Juſtice to be allow'd to hold his Farm 
| at the uſual Rent, But another Perſon, not- 


withſtanding 
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notwithſtanding theſe Diſcouragements from the two 
B—=rs, offered 14 J. a Year for the ſame Farm, and 
then the Tenant in Poſſeſſion advanc d in bidding 
one Pound more, being 15 J. a Year. Nevertheleſs 
the T---n-C---k thought fit to minute him down at 
his former Rent of 13 J. which he had juſt before 
declar'd to be ſufficient, and reaſonable; whereupon 
one of the Pariſhioners told the T---n-C-—k, he won- 
der'd what he meant, when the Man bim had 
offer d 15 J. This the T---n-C---k denied, and per- 
ſiſted in his Denial, till overcome by the Teſtimony 5 
of other Witneſſes. But before the T---n-Cl--k had 

ſet down the Name of his favourite Tenant at 15 . a 

Year, the other Bidder offer d 16 J. This ſo enrag'd 
the Ch——w——n, his F—r and B-—r, that 
they immediately had Recourſe to the former Strata- 
gem, and bawl'd out for his Security; the Man with 
all Readineſs replied, that many other Tenants, who 
had taken Farms that very Day before him, had 
brought no Security with them, neither had Any been 
demanded of them; and therefore he could ſee no 
Reaſon, why they ſhould require it of Him; that 
he was in good Circumſtances, and had Land of his 
own, which A Neighbours then preſent could teſtify. 
The Ch n, Fr and Br catch'd at 
the Word Land, and inſiſted on having his Writings, 
and a Mortgage to be drawn for Security; which by 
the way would have brought | in freſh Profits to the 
Family: Then the Ch— n began to deſcant 
E on 
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on the Nature and Reaſonableneſs of Securities; but 
the F—r very ungenteely interrupted him with theſe 
Words, You make a long Preamble about nought 
Let Me talk. Yet after all his Talking, (and Pity it 
was, that ſuch a Profuſion of Oratory ſhould be ſpent 
in vain) the Man declar'd, that he 8nd not truſt 
his Writings with any Body on ſuch an Occaſion; 
however he offer d to bring unexceptionable Security 
from a 2 very well known to the F—r 
of the C n, in three Days; and thought, 
that ſo "Hg a Time might be reaſonably allowed 
him, as he liv'd above 20 Miles from -E. But 
notwithſtanding fo fair an Offer, this Ch——w n 
and the other Truſtees immediately let the Farm to 
the other, tho at the leſs Rent of 1 5 J. a Year, with- 
out ſo much as asking for any Security at all; to the 
manifeſt Injury of the Freeholder, who had offer'd 
the Moſt, and had made a long Journey to offer it; 
to the inexcuſable Abuſe of their T ruſt, the daring 
Violation of the Lord Ch-—r's Decree, and the evi- 
dent Diſadvantage of the Town. 


And now upon a Review of the abovemention'd' 
Proceedings. on that Remarkable Day, when Mr. 


Nes Eſtate was let, is there any one ſo partial as 
not to declare, that if this Ch——w—n had been 


guilty of no other Breaches of Truſt, than thoſe com- 
mitted in the Church on that very Day, thoſe Alone 


would have been amply ſufficient to have blazoned 
his 
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his Character, and blacken d his Memory to all future 
Generations. 

But from theſe publick Biddings in the Church, 
where the Rents of tie Eftate at Eu ri-u were much 
advanced, the Reader will obſerve, how groundleſs 
the Complaints of the Tenants were, as well as how 
— and untrue the Repreſentations of this 
Ch n, who took ſo much Pains to ſet forth 
the ne Dearneſs of the Farms of Eu-ri-u 
in ſo lamentable a Speech, that it is hard to ſay, whe- 
ther he rais'd the Laughter of the Inhabitants or 
their Indignation moſt. It were eaſy to prove, that a 
much better Rent would have been bid for ſeveral of 
the other Farms, now let for 21 Years, had the 
Time of —_— them been more Generally known. But 
this Ch n advisd and directed the Tenants 
of Ev--rt--n 15 a private Meeting, as we have been 
inform'd by a very credible Perſon preſent at it, to 
come over to IV. f with all Secrecy, and retake 
their F arms, leſt the Neighbourhood, if it took the 
Alarm, might think it worth their while, tho at the 
Expence 4 a long Journey, to offer more Rent for 
them. Is this then one of your Honeſt Men in 
Truſt ? What an Opinion muſt the Tenants them- 
ſelves entertain of the Man, who thus facrific'd to 
them the Publick Good of thoſe Pariſhioners, who 
voted him into Office upon his ſolemn Aſſurances to 
promote it ? 


E 2 SOLE But 
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But tho it is One of the principal Intentions of 
our Hiſtory to repreſent the Actions of this Ch 


h v n, we ſhall occaſionally do Juſtice to his 
' B——r, and accordingly give a ſhort Account in this 
1 Place of a happy Contrivance of his for advancing 
13 the main Deſign (in other Words, the private Intereſt) 
11 of the Family. It was indeed a notable Argument 


of a promiſing Genius, and an improving Capacity 
for Buſineſs. When an Inhabitant of V- had 
taken two Farms on the remarkable Day before-men- 
tioned, the B—r did not think proper to include 
them in the ſame Leaſe, tho' taken on the ſame 
Day, both of them Parts of the ſame Eſtate, and ly- 
ing in the ſame Village; but he had the Dexterity 
to make out two ſeparate Leaſes of them, and then 
== had the Modeſiy to demand the Sum of five Guineas, 
415 which the Inhabitant, howſoever aftoniſh'd and pro- 
if vok d, choſe to pay, rather than conteſt the Matter, 
and run the Hazard of loſing his Bargain, through 
the overbearing Power of this Ch——w——n, 
who, as it has appear'd from his whole Conduct, 
would have taken all Advantages againſt him, who 
{ſhould have offer d to have abridg'd his B—r in his 
Fees, how Extravagant ſoever. Whether this inge- 
nious Contrivance, or the general Scheme of makin 
the Moſt of the Leaſes, was concerted by the F i 


i that there might be Room for this Ch——w——n 
| and the Fr to be Quarter'd, as it were, upon the 
Th Br, and receiv'd a Share of the Profits, we can't 
. 5 | pretend 
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pretend to ſay. But we would ask any Reaſonable 
Man, whether the Demand of two Guineas and a 
half for one Leaſe is not exorbitant? Whether it does 
not in Truth diminiſh the Income of the Charity 
Eſtates? And whether Men would not offer the 
More Rent, eſpecially for a Cottage, or a ſmall Piece 
of Ground, if the Charge of taking it was the Leſs? 
Or let us ask, whether it did not become this Ch 
w——n, (who ſet up zo be a Man of Probity and 
Honour, not to be biaſsd by Affection or private 

Intereſt, P. 7.) to leflen the grievous Expence of 
the Leaſes, and not ſuffer his Br to raiſe ſuch un- 
merciful Contributions, eſpecially when one of the 
Truſtees had ſo fully, and ſo frequently remonſtrated 
againſt thoſe Exactions? 

But we will now proceed to make ſome further 
Diſcoveries of this Ch——w——n's extraordinary Up- 
rightneſs in the Management of his Truſt, 
On the 2d Jan. 1748, the Accounts relating to 
the Eſtate of Mr. B——-7, one of our liberal Bene- 
factors, were paſſed, as directed, in the Church, the 
Rents and Profits whereof are order d by the Decree 
to be annually applied on that very Day, if the 1ſt 
of Jan. ſhould happen on a Sunday. On that Day 
ſome Tradeſmen came, as uſual in former Years, 
with their Bills, which were owing for the neceſſary 
Repairs of the ſaid Eſtate ; but this Ch——w-——n, 
heading his Majority of the Truſtees, would only 
conſent to pay one of the Tradeſmen half his Bill, 

= — and 
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and the others not a Farthing ; (tho' there was a con- 
ſiderable Surplus of Money, more than ſufficient to 
ſatisfy the Demands of all the Tradeſmen) which Sur- 
1 plus the Re--v--r was order d to keep in his own 
ts Hands till their Mightineſſes Pleaſure was further 
WE | known. This appear'd to be ſo open a Violation of 
14 the Decree, and ſo flagrant a Denial of common Ju- 
| 3 ſtice to the Tradeſmen, whoſe Bills had been long 
due, that this Ch——w——n found himſelf moſt 
25 miſerably perplex' d, and intangl'd in a longer Diſ- 
\- pute, than he expected; yet he ſtrove above an Hour 
| to defend himſelf againſt the reaſonable Expoſtulations 
of the Tradeſmen, and the declar'd Reſentments of 
the Pariſhioners, ſometimes by denying the Contents 
of the Decree, tho' publiſh'd by himſelf, ſometimes 
by promiſing Payment at another Time, and ſome- 
times (as he was forc'd to fly about to all the ſnuffling 
and falſe Pretences he could invent) by deſiring to be 
heard upon another Point quite foreign to the Pur- 
poſe. At laſt he was ſo far overcome, not by the 
Tuſtice of the Caſe, not by the Force of the Decree, 
but by Reproach and Shame, that he did agree to 
diſcharge the intire Bill of one Tradeſman. It be- 
came neceſſary, you ſee, to uſe a kind of Violence 
with this Ch w——n, before any of the Com- 
plainants could as it were extort from him, what he 
had no Right to detain, and what They had the 
_ cleareſt and moſt immediate Title to receive, ground- 
ed upon the Authorities of Law, Reaſon, and Con- 


ſcience. 


1 


ſcience, But notwithſtanding all theſe, the higher 


Authority of this Ch——w—n fo ſtrangely prevail d, 
that tho' one Tradeſman with the greateſt Difficulty 
was paid off, others receiv'd nothing, but inſolent 
Words; in which Coin the Ch——w—-n much 
abounded, and made many of his publick Payments 


in. 


But we muſt not paſs over the Proceedings of that 
Day without extolling the Spirit of one Pariſhioner, 
who, tho' he had been a zealous Voter for this 
Ch——w——n, grew ſo ſenſible of his Misbehaviour, 


that he publickly reproach'd him for refuſing to pay 


the Tradeſmen's Bills, and acting contrary to the 


Decree; which directs, that the Monies receiv'd from 
Mr. B— s Eſtate ſhall be annually diſpos'd of and 
applied on ſuch Day of Accounts. But this Ch— 
w——n denied, that the Lord Chr had made 
any ſuch Order, which the other immediately pro- 
duc'd, and read to his Face, laying him open to the 
whole Pariſh, as One, who rather than he could pre- 
vail with himſelf to diſcharge his Truſt, could add 


do the Infamy of breaking it a Publick Falſhood. It 
would be doing wrong to Merit to paſs unmentioned: 


or uncommended the Behaviour of another Inhabi- 


tant, who, tho' a near Relation to this Ch——w----n, 
profefs' d himſelf at Church aſham'd of his Proceed. 
ings on that Day, and. declar'd, that he would come 


no more to thoſe Meetings. And hitherto he has: 
kept his Word. 
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It was by ſome expected, that this Ch 
w n would have ſhewn an Inclination on the 
next Day of Publick Accounts, which happen'd five 
Days after, to regain, if poſſible, his Credit, and 


repair his late Miſconduct. But he was too full of 


other Deſigns, and had not Reſolution or Integrity 


enough to do what was Right. For on the 7th of 


Fanuary, the Tradeſmen, according to Cuſtom, 
brought in their Bills for the Repairs of Mr. M——'s 
Eſtate, ' and this Ch- w 


after a warm Debate, finding himſelf unable to main- 
tain his Ground any longer, he yielded at laſt to pay 


one Tradeſman about a fourth Part of his Bill, and 


haughtily diſmiſs d the others with their Bills, but 
without any Money; alledging, that Money muſt be 
kept for the Payment of certain Iron Cheſts, which 


he had juſt order'd to be made in London. But where : 
was the Reaſon or Juſtice to reſerve any Sum for thoſe 


Cheſts, which could not probably be finiſh'd and 
convey'd into the Country in a ſhort Time, (and in- 
deed they were not ſent into the Country till ſeven or 
eight Months afterwards) and in the mean while to 
deny the Payment of Bills to Tradeſmen, which had 
been long owing? But it will quickly appear, that 
this Story of the Cheſts was a mere Pretence ; for 
one of the Tradeſmen, who has an Eſtate in Land, 
made an Offer in the Church, that he would pay for 
the Cheſts immediately upon their Arrival, provided 

his 


— — 


n, according to 
Cuſtom likewiſe, refus'd the Payment of them; but 


RY 
Ws 


1 
his Bill might be forthwith paid. However this 
Propoſal was, to the Amazement of All, rejected. 
But how muſt the Wonder and Indignation of every 
honeſt Pariſhioner be increaſed, when he ſhall be 
informed, that there was no Occaſion at all to 
expend any large Sum of Money in the Purchaſe 
of New Iron Cheſts, there being then a very Ca- 
pacious old one, well hoop d with Iron, with pro- 
per Locks and Keys for every Truſtee, already 
prepar d in the Veſtry Room, which with a ſmall 
Expence of 2 or 3/. might have been ſo contriv'd, 
as to have anſwer d all the Purpoſes of the Decree, 
and it was judg'd to be fo ſtrong, that one of the 
Truſtees, againſt whoſe Security no Exceptions could 
be taken, publickly offer d to be anſwerable for any 
Sums, which might be depolited in it. But that did 
not ſuit with the Deſigns of this Ch——w——n, who 
order d 24 h beſides other Expences, to be paid for 
one {mall Cheſt to a Tradeſman, whom he employ'd 
to procure it; tho' the ſame Perſon had made an 
Offer to one of the Truſtees to provide three New 
Strong Iron Cheſts with good Locks and Keys for 
every Truſtee, and to faſten them ſecurely in the 
Ground for 147. But we do not from hence af- 
firm, that the Man was intended to be purchaſed, as 
well as the Cheſt, or that we have got the Key to any 
ſuch Secret. | 
Another particular Bill was likewiſe diſcharged 
without any Heſitation. It was brought indeed by 
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the B—-r of this Ch——w—n for an Opinion ſaid 
to be taken, (tho' he refus'd, when call'd upon by two 
of the Truſtees, to produce that Opinion) about com- 
mencing a Law-Suit againſt the Impropriator of 
NV k, in Relation to the Chancel, which this 

Ch—w n would have Others believe, ought to 
be repair d by Him, tho it had been maintain'd Time 
out of Mind by the Pariſh, Had one of the Truſtees 


been conſulted by him, as he ought to have been, we 


are perſwaded, He could have inform'd him, without 
putting the Pariſh to any Expence, that, tho the Rec- 


tor or Impropriator is bound by the General Cuſtom of 
England to repair the Chancel; yet if the Cuſtom 


hath been for the Pariſh to repair it, That Cuſtom is 


the Law. But it was not the Buſineſs of this Scheming 
Man to be ſo eafily ſatisfied ; however we ſhall take 


this Opportunity to acquaint him, that He had no 


more Authority, tho' Ch—w——n, to maintain 


the Suit he had projected out of Mr. M-—-5's Eſtate, 
which he intended to do, than he had to pay his 

rs Bill out of it. For the Decree directs, 
that after ſome particular Payments are made out of 
the Rents of Mr. M— 's Eſtate, the Reſidue ſhall 
be applied in repairing or beautifying the Church, or 


ome other Good Work or Works, for the Common 


Good or Meal of the Town of N— k, as the Truſtees 
ſhell think moſt neceſſary and convenient, and moſt a- 
greeable to the Donation and Intention of the ſaid 
M—s. It cannct therefore be imagin'd, that the 


Income 


1 L Is 2 
Income of Mr. Mes Eſtates which He himſelf ex- 
preſſſy order d, as well as the Lord Ch—r, agreeably 
to His Intention, decreed to be laid out in repairing 
or beautifying the Church, or in other Good Work or 
Forks for the Common Good, was intended to be ap- 
plied to the Maintenance of a Law-Suit about Re- 
pairing the Chancel, which has been done Time Im- 
memorial by the Pariſh, and which without any Ex- 
pence at Law is now repair'd at a Small Expence out 
of the ſaid Eſtate. No Man of ordinary Senſe can 
conceive, that a Conteſt at Law, unavoidably Expen- 
five, and at beſt Hazardous, can fall under the De- 
nomination of a Good York, or be recommended to 
a Pariſh by a Real Benefactor; (unleſs it were in the 
Defence of his own Eftate) nor can That be included 
under the Notion of a Common Good, which is un- 
doubtedly a Preſent, Certain, and Common Evil. In 
ſhort, it is a York Good only for this Ch——w——n 
and his Family, who Alone are the Projectors of it. 
For if this Law Scheme could have been brought to 
Maturity, (and it would in all Probability have been 
effected, had this Chu——w——n been re- elected into 
Othce another Year, which you will quickly ſee, was 
afterwards attempted) his two B----rs, the one an Attor- 
ney at V-, and the other in L--d-», might have 
been kept in conſtant Pay, whilſt they were bandying 
the Ball of Law to one another, and the Money, which 
ought to be applied out of Mr. M----s's Eſtate in . 
Eaſe of the Pariſhioners for the Repairs of the Church, 
F 2 might 
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1 4: might have been ſwallow' q: up in a Diſpute about the 
13 Tn the Repairs of the Chancel. 

11 The B—r of this Ch—w-----n, in anothier Arti- 
cle of his Bill, charges his Payment of a Sum of Mo- 
ney for a Copy of the Endowment of 4 Vicarage 


TEAR with the Proctor's Fee; but he refus d to produce ei- 
0 ther the Copy, or the Proctor's Receipt for the Mo- 
130 ney. The Copy indeed, tho without a Date, in a 
wel Month or two after his B-—r's Removal from his 
b | Office, was ſent to one of the Truſtees ; but a Sight 
1035 of the Proctor's Receipr, tho' it had been often de- 
19 manded, has been conſtantly denied to this very Day. 


Methinks this Ch——w——n ſhould have examined 

his B—rs Bill, and not the leſs carefully, becauſe 

he was his " Es and honeſtly required of him the 
1 5 Proctor's Receipt, as a Voucher to be kept with his 
WY Bill, before he had conſented to the Payment of it; 
11 5 much leſs ought he to have conſented, that it ſhould 
be paid out of an Eſtate, left by the Donor, and de- 
ti creed by the Ch-----r, to other Purpoſes. 
5 But, to relieve for a few Minutes the Reader's At- 
1 tention to ſo long a Relation of Partiality, and Injuſ⸗ 
tice, we ſhall exhibite a Scene, which afforded no ſmall 
Entertainment. The Year of this Ch----w-----n's 
Office was upon the Point of expiring: And who 
could imagine, that, aſter the Prodigious Injuries he 
had done, he ſhould have the Confidence to become 
LE... a Petitioner to the Pariſh to be re-choſen into the 
oh fame Truſt? Eſpecially as he had formerly declar'd, 
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that he would not attempt to continue in the Office 
any longer than one Vear; but His Declarations were, 
like ſome Treaties of Peace, made to laſt only, till it 


ſuits with Ambitious or Self intereſted Deſigns to 


break them. With Views of this Kind was this un- 


daunted Hero of our Hiſtory tranſported, and having 
taſted the Sweets of Power, we do not ſay, the Pro- 


fits of it, reſolv'd to be a Candidate once more. He 


was not contented to have his Mighty Sway limitted 
within the Compaſs of a Single Year. That was too 


ſhort a Space to compleat His Great and Numerous 


Schemes. The Swell of his Mind was ſuch, that He 


wanted doubtleſs to be Dictator for Life, or to uſe his 


own very correct Phraſe, P. 7. to aſſume upon Him- 


 felf the Whole Direction of the Truſt perpetually. But 
to do Juſtice to him; In his Struggle to be re- elected 
into the Office, He laid aſide his uſual Haughtineſs, 


and put on an Air of Humility, or rather Servility ; 


he hurried about from Houſe to Houſe, ſupplicating, 


fawning, and promiſing. We have read in the 
Tranſlation of an old Roman Author, an handſome 


Compliment upon a certain Man of diſtinguiſh'd Me- 


rit, hat the Office he bore fought Him, and that He 
did not ſeek the Office. But this Candidate Sought 
the Office, and with fo much Sollicitude, with fo 
painful, and with ſo rueful a Countenance, that one 
would imagine his very Bread had depended upon 
it. With this Anxiety in the Muſcles of his Face, as 


well as in his Mind, did He ſtruggle for a Place of no 


Dignity, 
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Dignity, but what a Worthy Conduct in it could give, 
and of no Profit, but what Sordidneſs itſelf could 
Create. 

When he had exerted all his Skill in catraſiing, 


the Day of Election came on, when lo! he makes 
his Perſonal Appearance in the Church; but not like 


One, who had the leaſt Hopes of guceels; ; Thoſe, we 
are afſur'd by his own Party, he had given up three 
Days before ; but like One, who came to be Try'd 
by the Pariſh for his manifold Miſdemeanours: He 


skulk d behind a certain noiſy Advocate, in that very 


Incloſure, where he had lately play'd the Tyrant, in- 
ſulted Equals and Superiors with an unbounded Li- 
cence, and exerciſed Acts of Injuſtice without Re- 


morſe. He did not then with a ſtretched out Hand, 


and a continued Round of Impertinence and Digreſ- 
ſion, Inconſiſtency, Contradiction, as if Hereditary, 


as Eloquent as his Words. No; His Behaviour was 
quite different. He then ſtood Silent, Confounded 


and Terrified, as if he apprehended every Moment all 
the ill Effects of a juſt Reſentment from an highly 
injur'd, and long abus d People. But They, how 


much ſoever provok d, took no other Revenge upon 


him, than to chuſe Another in his Stead by a vaſt 


Majority; Suthcient, one would think, to extinguiſh 


in him for ever the Vanity of Solliciting any more the 
Office 


affect the Part of an Orator, tiring out the Inhabi- 
tants with his long-winded and premeditated Speeches 
about Every Thing, and about Nothing, with Looks 
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E 
Office of h—w.— n. Thus fell this aſpiring 
and groveling, this haughty and fawning, this wick- 
ed and ſanctified Pariſn- Officer, moſt bitterly lament- 
ing his piteous Diſaſter, and miſerably lamented by 
his F----r and B-----r, whoſe Hopes of further Ad- 
vantages were loft in his Fall ; tho' his Fall was at- 


tended with the inexpreſſible Joy of Many of his 


own Voters, forc'd and dragg'd out of every Corner 
into his Service. 1 

And now let us digreſs a little to congratulate this 
Ch—w—n himſelf (we own, it is a new Kind of 
Congratulation) upon his very Defeat, fince it has 
Luckily cut off from him ſo many Occaſions, which, 
if we may judge from his former Conduct, he might 
otherwiſe have embrac'd of doing freſh Acts of Miſ- 
chief to the Town, heaping up New Loads of Guilt 
on Himſelf, and expoſing his Character more and 


more to the Scorn and Deteftation of every Honeſt 


Man. Aſter this we muſt not omit to felicitate the 

Pariſhioners for their Removal of a Ch-——w——n, 
whom, if he had been re-choſen, they might (poſſi- 
bly) have had the Mortification to have ſeen again diſ- 
playing a Variety of well known Qualities; when 


ſometimes Folly, ſometimes Vanity, ſometimes Inſo- 


lence and Tyranny, and at other Times the groſſeſt 
Partiality, and moſt apparent Iniquity, might in their 
ſeveral Turns have preſided, and given too lively an 
Idea of the Character of a Former Ch-----w——n. 


And we do the rather felicitate the Pariſhioners on this 
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of Twenty-one Years, ſet at a very 


extravagant and unreaſonable Pr 


" 3 
Happy Eſcape, becauſe not long before the Election, 
when he offer d himſelf a band Time, he had us'd 
bis Intereſt very warmly with the Truſtees of his own 
Party, to allow the Sum of 40 /. (being a full Year's 
Rent) to a Tenant for Improvements; tho' he had 
but a few Months before, taken the Farm on a Leaſe 
low Rent, in 
Conſideration and upon his Promiſe, that he would 
make all poſſible Improvements upon it. But this 
opoſal was fo ſtrenu- 


ouſly oppoſed by one of his own Party, that he was 
forc'd to drop his Scheme for a Time; however he 


declar'd to the Truſtees in a haughty and ſurly Man- 
ner, that his B—r the T----n-Cl---k ſhould write a 
favourable Anſwer to the Tenant, and in Caſe he was 
choſen again into the Office the approaching Eafter, 
he would, if poſſible, effect his Deſign of Compli- 
menting the Lo” with the 40 J. What could induce 
this Ch n to be ſo Over-Generous? Or 
what EE the oblig'd Tenant could propoſe to 


make, are Secrets we are not likely to know. But 
this is certain, that every Man ought to be Grateful 
for Favours and Indulgencies. Thus the Reader not 
only. ſees, what a dreadful Waſte of the Publick Mo- 


ney has been made by this Ch——w—n, but that 
further Diminutions of it were intended, if he got 


again into Power, and conſequently what an Advan- 
tage to the Inhabitants was the juſt Rejection of him. 


But 
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But this Ch—w——n, when beaten out of the 
Field at V——4, retreated to a Camp at JV: 
not with a Deſign to Engage, but to Parley. When, 
he had done incredible Miſchief to the Publick Fro- 
perties of the Inhabitants, of which I have already 
furniſh'd you with too many Inſtances, He could not 
fit down contented without attempting upon their 
Publick Liberties, by entring a Caveat in the Spiritual 
Court againſt their Election of the New Ch 
w ns, and profeſſing to try the Validity of it; 
tho' it had been made in the Church, the uſual and 
only Place of Polling, by a prodigious Majority of 
Voices, and in a more orderly and quiet Manner, 
than ever had been known in any Conteſt; and tho 
He, as if aſham'd of his Numbers, had poll'd the Few 
Men for him, contrary to Law and Cuſtom, in a 
Room diſtant from the Church, large enough, we 
oven, for all his Voters, But notwithſtanding all 
theſe Diſadvantages, he reſolv'd to harraſs the Inha- 
bitants, as much as he could, and to try, how far 
Favour, Prejudice, Chance, or even Falſhood itſelf 
might promote his Succeſs. Thereupon proper Emiſ- 
ſaries were employ'd both in Town and Country to 
exclaim againſt pretended Riots, and feigned Violences 


committed at the Election, and induſtriouſly to give 


out, (the more ſurely to pre- engage, if poſſible, the 
Minds of the Great in this Affair, and procure their 


Interpoſition and Influence) that the Contention about 
the Election of Ch—— v —ns was only a Party 


G | Diſpute, 
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Diſpute, and not any Struggle about chuſing Faithful 


Officers for the better Management of the Charity 


Eſtates. Vet after all theſe groundleſs Pretences and 
falſe Inſinuations, when the Day came, which had 
been agreed upon by Both Parties, and ſet apart by 
the Off- Himſelf for hearing them, the Complai- 
nant did not appear in the Court, nor were any Wit- 
neſſes produced for him, nor was the bare Form of 
an Allegation deliver d by his Proctor, who at that 
Time had no other Buſineſs upon his Hands, than to 
beg the Off--c--] to adjourn the Cauſe to the next 
Court Day, which was accordingly granted. But ſe- 
veral Court Days afterwards paſs'd, and yet not the 
leaſt Attempt was made to prove any. Tumult, or to 
invalidate the late Election of the New Ch——w——ns; 
who, foreſeeing no End of thoſe ſtudied Delays, ob- 
tained a Mandamus from the Court of King s- Bench, 
to Swear them into their Office; but to fruſtrate This, 
Another Mandamus was procured by the Complai- 
naint to {ſwear in himſelf, and the other two Candi- 
dates of his Party, as Ch——w— ns; upon which: 
the Off- c- determin'd to Swear in all the Contend- 
ing Parties, and propos'd to the Complainant to have- 
the Oath immediately adminiſter d to Him, which 
He, to the Amazement, and Diverſion of the whole 
Company, declined to take ; and deſir'd a little Time, 
during the Sitting of the Court, to conſider what he 
ſhould do. After many a deep Thought, he at 
length broke forth, and told the Off--c--1, that he 

would 


" 1. 
would give him a Bond of Indemnity, if he would 
refuſe to Swear the oppoſite Party, and ſuffer the 
Cauſe to be remov'd to Common Law, which would 
have anſwer'd his Purpoſe of gaining Time. The 
Off- c- ſtartled at the Propoſal, immediately rejected 
it; when the poor Man, as if plung d into the deepeſt 
Diſtreſs, begg'd, and to uſe his own Expreſſion, 
begg'd for God's Sake, that his Petition might be 
complied with. But he could not prevail. At length 
he was ask'd by the Off--c--1 to aſſign a Reaſon, why 


after all his Pains to get into the Office he declin'd the 


Offer of being Sworn into it ; to which he replied in 
theſe very Words, that he did not know whether it 
would be Worth his WY hile, but that he would come to 
a final Reſolution in a Week's Time at N——k ; from 
whence indeed he did ſignify his Pleaſure to refuſe the 
Office, not judging it, we ſuppoſe, to be Worth his 
FYhile, when all Circumſtances were conſider'd, when 
(in Caſe he ſhould be eftabliſh'd in the Office) the 
Oppoſition, which he might expect from the New 
Ch ns, would probably defeat and over- 
throw all his Private Views and Deſigns againſt the 
Publick Good. | 
Thus ended an Affair, which had made fo great 
a Noiſe in this Part of the Country, where, tho' the 
Sentiments of People, according to the different Re- 
preſentations, which they had receiv'd, had been 
much divided, All honeſt Men at laſt united in their 


juſt Cenſures of One, who had begun a Conteſt in the 
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Spiritual Court without the leaſt Colour of Reaſon, 


and dropt it for a Reaſon the leaſt Reputable, that 
could be given. 


If the Merits of this Diſpute have been groſly miſ- 
repreſented to any Perſonages in High Stations (as there 
is too much Reaſon to believe they have) if they have 


been aſſured by this late Ch—-—w 


n or his 


Agents, that the Majority of Votes was fairly and. 
clearly on his Side, and that he was defeated of his 


Election by Riots only, with what Indignation muſt 


thoſe Perſonages look down upon the Aſlertors of ſuch 
Falſhooods, ſince it muſt now moſt evidently appear 


to Them, that He (this Ch——w——n) complain'd 


of Tumults without Cauſe, pretended a Right, which 
he never attempted to prove, commenc'd a Suit in the 
Spiritual Court, which he durſt not proſecute, and 


procur'd a Writ of Mandamus from the Courr of 
King s-Bench, which he had not the Hardineſs to pro- 


ceed upon. And if it can be ſuppoſed to have hap- 
pened (as without the leaſt Reflection on thoſe Per- 
ſons of Rank and Diſtinction it might have happen'd) 
that — truſting to the fallacious Accounts of this 
n and his Agents, had related their 


Ch 
ee . Stories to Others, how muſt their Abhor- 


rence of ſuch falſe Informers be heighten'd, when 
they conſider the high Indignity put upon Them- 


felves, by making them the Inſtruments of ſpreading, 
tho' innocently, Calumnies without Foundation, and 
cauſing them to entertain injurious Thoughts of 


Thole, 
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by the Miniſter, whoſe Conſent was abſolutely neceſ- 


1 is 

Thoſe, who no Way deſerv'd their Cenſure; when 
the Miſts, which had been caſt before their Eyes, be- 
ing diſpell'd, they muſt clearly ſee, and be fully con- 


vinc'd, that None were injur'd or aggriev'd but thoſe 


Pariſhioners, whom this Ch——w n had put to 
ſo much Trouble and Expence, without the leaft Ap- 
pearance of Reaſon or Juſtice on his Side, and whom 


he had kept as long as poſſible out of the Right they 


had of being ſerv'd by Officers of their own chuſing. 
But as all Men are liable to be deceiv'd, it thoſe Noble 


Perſons were by Miſrepreſentations induced to enter 
into other Men's Prejudices, there can be no Doubt but 
they will do themſelves Juſtice by withdrawing their 
Confidence for the future from ſuch Deceivers, and 
not ſuffer Themſelves any more to be abus'd by their 
Artifces. : 

But whilſt the apparent Mockery of this Diſpute 
in the Spiritual Court was depending, we muſt in- 
form the Reader, what Miſchief this Ch W——N 
had ſtill in his Heart againſt the Intereſt of the Inha- 
bitants, and how determin'd he was to act againſt 
them with his uſual Unfaithfulneſs, to the very Point 


of the Expiration of his Office. Not long before 


the New Ch——w——n were ſworn into their 


Office, He took upon him to grant jointly with two 


others, three Leaſes of three Houſes at M-, not 
for Twenty-one, but for Thirty-one Years, not only 
without conſulting with the Ch——w——n choſen 


ſary, 
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fary, but without conſulting the Advantage of the 
Town, by making the moſt of thoſe Houſes ; which, 

as they had been given to Publick Uſes, ought to have 
been Publickly offer'd to the Beſt Bidder, agreeably to 
the Decree of the Lord Ch r in ſimilar Caſes, 
which is, without doubt, the beſt Guide and Direc- 
tion to Ch ns in the Diſpoſal of any other 
Charity Eſtate, whieh they might be intruſted with. 

But we have ſeen, that neither the Spirit nor the 


Letter of the Decree Fw bind or influence the Ac- 


tions of this Ch 


n, who, together with two 
Others, let the hw chovemention: d Houſes at one 


Pound ten Shillings a Year, for which many would 
have given at leaſt five Pounds a Year. But this 
Ch——w——n, by granting thoſe Leaſes, tranſgreſs'd 
not only the Bounds of common Juſtice, but the 
Bounds preſcrib d on that pn Occaſion by the 
Lavs of the Land. For Ch ns, who are 


not a Corporation, can neither Ra nor leaſe Lands. 


By the Statute 23d H. VIII. c. 10. All Grants of 


Lands and Hereditaments made in Truſt to the Uſe of 
Ch ns, tho' but for a Term of Years, are void; 
| becauſe they are not Incorporated by Royal Patent: 
As therefore no Grant of Lands or Hereditaments 
can be made to Them for a Term of Years, They 
cannot grant for a Term of Years any Lands or He- 
reditaments whatſoever. Thus we may obſerve, that 
neither Law, nor Equity, neither Reaſon, nor Con- 
ſcience could reſtrain the Spirit of this oveabear- 


ing 


11 


ing Ch—w—n from running into a Multitude of 
Irregularities, and Acts of Injuſtice againſt the Town, 
notwithſtanding all that formal Cant and Hypocriſy, 
which runs deb his whole Preface. 

Sorry we are, that any Occaſion has been given | to 
purſue yet further the Hiſtory of this late Ch- 
w——-n and his Family; but, it ſeems, They were 
reſoly'd ſtill to purſue their iniquitous Meaſures a- 
gainſt the Town in Defiance of Authority. The 
L---d Chr directs the Re. -v r of Mr. M. 
Eſtate to pay the Rents into the Hands of the four 
Ch——w-—ns within eight Days after the Receipt 
thereof, and ſeveral Payments thereout being firſt 
made, the Reſidue to be put into an Iron Cheſt in 
the Treaſury-Houſe in the Veſtry of the Church of 
NA, with three Locks and three Keys, to be kept 
by a like Number of Truſtees. He likewiſe ordered 
the Re----v--r of Mr. B ——7z's Eſtate to depoſit the 
Money arifing from it, eight Days after the Receipt 
of it, in an Iron Cheſt in the ſaid Treaſury Room, 
with three Locks and three Keys, to be lodg'd with 
three Truſtees particularly ſpecified, and to depoſite 
the Book of Publick Accounts in the ſaid Cheſt. But 
the Wiſer Author of this Book of Donations, did not 
approve of the above-mentioned Orders; for when 
two of the Truſtees publickly call'd upon the 
Re- -v. r of the Rents of both the Eſtates to conform 
himſelf to the aboveſaid Directions of the Decree, = 
Man, in Conjunction with his F-—r and B. 


oublickly: 
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publickly in the Church, perſwaded the Re---y--r to 
pay no Obedience to them, but to keep the Money, 

and likewiſe the Book of Publick Accounts, in his own 
Hands, which he accordingly did. Thus the Pub- 
lick Money was lock'd up from the Uſe of the Pub- 
lick, and became as it were Private Property ; and 
thus the pretended Reformer of Publick Abuſes, tho 
he ceas'd to be a Ch—w: n, could not ceaſe to 
act with his uſual Violence againſt the Intereſt of the 
Parith, having rendered the Decree, which had fo 
wiſely provided for it, utterly ineffectual in many 
Inſtances from his Entrance into the Othce, even be- 
yond the Expiration of it. 

We muſt confeſs, we are confounded, and loſt in 
Amazement, when we DO on the Whole Conduct 
of this lately depos'd Ch n, his F—r and 
Br, this notable 8 Publickly ſhewing 

on every Occaſion as little Regard to the Order of 
a L. d Chr, as they could have ſhewn to a Pre- 
cept of the moſt inferior Officer; always treating it 
with Diſdain, if it ſtood in the Way of their Views, 
and only conforming themſelves to it, if it did not op- 
poſe Them. Truſtees appointed by the L=-d Ch—---r 
were not conſulted, Reſolutions of Conſequence to 
the Pariſh exccutnd without Their Knowledge. 
Agreements, tho' publickly and unanimouſly made 
by former Truſtees, purſuant to the Decree for the 
Good of the Inhabitants, diflolv'd, and new Bargains 
concluded to their prodigious Detriment for a long 
Term 


F 
T. erm of Vears The Deſign of the Notice, ordered 
by the Decree to be publilhe d for letting the Farms, 
fruſtrated, as far as could be, by this late Ch— 
W n, who advis'd the Tenants in Poſſeſſion to 
keep ſuch Notice as much as poſſible from the Know- 
ledge of Others, who might come to be Bidders a- 
gainſt them All Biddings for Houſes or Farms, tho 
ſo plainly directed by the Decree, openly diſcounte- 
nanc'd, and one of the higheſt Bidders, without any 
juſt Reaſon, abſolutely rejected Money advanc'd out 
of an Eſtate, (ordered to be applied to other Purpoſes 
both by the Donor and Chr) for making Prepa- 
rations to commence a Law-Suit, which could only 
anſwer the Deſigns of a moſt provident Ch—_w—n, 
and his Family.——The Rents of two conſiderable 
Eſtates directed to be kept in the Hands of the 
Re----v--r to be ready at a Call, (perhaps for maintain- 
ing ſome Law Project, or other Uſes equally Serviceable 
to the Publick) tho' ſuch Rents were order'd by the 
L--d Ch--------r to be depoſited in an Iron Cheſt in 
one particular Place in the Church, with Keys to 
ſeveral Truſtees ;——— Who could have imagin'd, 
that a Decree of a L-—& Ch — whoſe 
Name, (as one of the Truſtees obſerv'd in the 
Church) cannot be mentioned without the Higheſt 
Reverence, a Decree pronounc'd upon the moſt ma- 
ture Deliberation, and the Effect of the moſt conſum- 
mate on ls and Wiſdom, in a Cauſe of very 
H great 
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great Importance to a Numerous Pariſh, ſhould in 
lo many glaring Inſtances be lighted, and thrown a- 
fide, as if it were an Uſeleſs Matter of Form, or the 
Product of a weak Judgment? Who could have con- 


ceived, that the F—r of this late Ch—w—n 


ſhould arrive at fo high a Degree of Inſolence, as to 
declare at a Publick Meeting in the Church in ex- 


preſs Words, That he ſhould not mind the L-d4 


C05 — -- r's Decree at all ? A Declaration, which can 
be fully proved, as well as that his general Conduct 
has all along been agreeable to it. But ſince the In- 
habitants have ſeen, that this Decree, this noble Fa- 
brick, like a Fortreſs, raiſed by his L- -dſh--p for the 


Security of theſe Charity Eſtates, has been with an 


high Hand demoliſhed in ſeveral Parts, and Breaches 


made wide enough for other corrupt Men to enter, 
and make further Havock, what have they to do? Is 


it not become extremely neceſſary, that they ſhould 


endeayour by proper Repreſentations and Complaints 
of the Contempt of this Decree, to obtain a New Or- 


der to reinforce it by ſuch Means, as the Court ſhall 


judge to be moſt effectual, whether it be by punith- 
ing the former Tranſgreſſors of it, or by giving ſuch 


further Directions, as may prevent others from tranſ- 
greſſing it for the Future. The Inhabitants are ſen. 


fible, it is not for them to preſcribe the particular Me- 


thods for reſtraining Abuſes of this Nature, though | 


they pes it is allowable for Men, who are the Suf- 


ferers 


. 
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ferers, to ſet forth the viſible Neceſſity of ſome ſuch 
Reſtraints. But we will ſay no more on this Head, 
as it is the peculiar Happineſs of this Nation, that ſo 
able a Diſcerner of what is Right and Fitting preſides 
in a Court of Equity, before whom Men need only 
to Repreſent on this Occaſion; they need not Argue. 
Let us proceed then to obſerve, that not only the 
Authority of that Noble Perſon, who made ſuch wiſe 
Proviſions for the better Management of the Charity 
Eſtates, and the excellent Uſes, for which they were 
given, muſt inflame the Account of this late Ch 
W- n; but there is another Circumſtance, which 
highly aggravates his Crime. It is this: The Charge 
of a Truſtee to the moſt conſiderable Charity Eſtate 
is annexed by the Decree to the Office of _ of the 
Ch ——w——ns of V-; and therefore when 
4 Ch——w—n of V——4 takes an Oath to exe- 
3 te his Office Truly and Faithfully, (which upon his 
Entrance into it he is always oblig d to do) he knows 
himſelf to be as much bound by his Oath to manage 
and let that Charity Eſtate committed to his Care, 
and apply the Pariſh Money ariſing from it, to the 
beſt Advantage for the Uſes intended, and che Pub- 
lick Good, as he is by the ſame Oath to execute any 
other Part of the Office of a Ch———w——a with 
Honeſty and Fidelity; and that if he wilfully fails in 
his Duty, as a Truſtee of that Charity, he violates 
not only his Truſt, but his Oath, The Opinion 
3 Haq of 


[ 52 * 
of the learned Dr. Pridzaux in the Caſe of 
Ch—w——ns we ſhall give you in his own 


Words. 


If any C——w——n does not well H aw the 
Pariſh "ow: and does not employ it to the beſt 
Advantage for the End intended, nor gives a juſt and 
faithful Account of all at laſt, He becomes Guilty of 
the Breach of his Oath, and loads his Soul with the 
heinous Guilt of Perjury. 

Let the Inhabitants therefore of V4 judge, 
whether this late ChH——w——n by miſmanaging the 
Publick Eſtate, and miſapplying or ill-husbanding 
the Pariſh Money in the Inſtances before related, has 
not moſt evidently broke his Oath, that Oath, which 
he took to diſcharge his Office Truly and Faithfully. 

We have now ſhewn, how contrary all the Pro- 


ceedings of this late Ch——w—=n have been to the 


hypocritical Profeſſions in his Preface, and ſhall con- 
_ clude our Remarks upon it by obſerving the Mock- 
Solemnity, with which he concludes it, P. 7. He 
tells the Pariſhioners, that it is agreeable to the Intereſt 
as well as Duty of Eleclors to regard the Qualifica- 
tions of all Z ee for Office, whether they be 
Men of known Probity and Honour, not to be biaſſed 
by Fear, Affection, or private Intereſt, of Capacity 
to manage, and willing, for the Publick Good, to go 
through the Fatigues of their Truſts. To the affected: 
ys of this Admonition we mult reply, that if the 


Pariſhioners. 
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Pariſhioners will act agreeably to their Interęſi as well 
as Duty, and elect None into Office but Perſons 
das with the Qualifications above- mentioned, the 
Author of this Preface has fairly dictated, and as it 


were, paſſed a Bill for his own Ercluffon, and 
can never more be ranked in the Number of Ch 


W——Ns. 

Having diſpatched the Preface, we come now 
to the Book itſelf, in which the Author, the late 
Ch—w n, firſt preſents us with Copies or Ex- 
tracts of the Deeds and Wills, whereby the Do- 


nations of the three Great Benefactors are convey' d. 


The Publication of theſe at firſt View ſeems to carry 


the Air of a well-meaning and Publick Spirit. 
But alas it too plainly appears to be a Shew to 
captivate the Minds of the Vulgar, and to amuſe 


their Eyes, whilſt at Heart he had a private Inte- 
reſt to ſerve by it. That this was the Author's Mo- 
tive to publiſh the Wills, and Monumental Inſcrip- 
tions of the Benefactors, is clear to a Demonſtra- 
tion. For it has been already too apparent, that he 
has taken down, or defaced, as far as he could, 


the Monuments of their Goodneſs, tho he would be 


thought ſollicitous to preſerve their Inſcriptions ; 


and if we may be allow'd the Expreſſion, he has 
Interr'd ſome of their Charities, tho he would be 
eſteem'd ſcrupulous to record the Places of their In- 


terment, Having ſet forth the Extracts of their Deeds 


and 
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and Wills, He gives us, or pretends to give us, the 


L--d Ch rs Decree concerning the Charity- 
Eſtates, to which he prefixes, what is call'd the Name 
of the Cauſe, and therein exhibites not only the 
Names of the Relators, or Plaintiftis in the Cauſe 
on Behalf of the Pariſhioners and Inhabitants - of 
the Town of V——4k; but the Names of the then 
_ preſent M--y-r and Al---m-n as Defendants. We do 
not ſee, that any Good Reaſon can be given, why 
the Author ſhould {pecity the Names of the M--y-r, 
and every Al---m-n in fo particular a Manner, where- 
by he has done what he could to hand down the 
Memories of them to Poſterity, as of Perſons charg'd 
with the odious Crimes of abufing their Truſts, and 
miſapplying the Publick Money. This is a needleſs 
Inſult upon the Memories of ſuch, as are Deceas d, and 
2 ſhocking Compliment to thoſe, who are Living. 
The Decree, which this Author has publiſh'd to the 
Infinite Diſcredit of Himſelf, his F—r and B—r, 
whoſe Conduct has been directly oppoſite to it in 
many important Inſtances already ſet forth, the 
Decree, we ſay, would have had the ſame Force, 
and been equally obſerv'd by worthy Truſtees, if the 
particular Chriſtian and Sirnames of the M--y--r and 
every Al---m--n had been omitted. Let the Writer be 
asked, whether He would not be a little diſturb'd, 
if we had publiſh'd his Name to the World in this 
Anſwer to his Book ; or whether He, who muſt be 
diſmally conſcious to- himſelf -of bis -own-- various 


Breaches 


11 
Breaches of Truſt, would not conceive himſelf to be 
moſt ſadly us'd, if the Complaint, which may in a ſhort 
Time, without proper Satisfaction, be brought againſt | 
him, in order to call him to an Account for them, 
ſhould be publiſh'd in Print with his Name at full 
Length ; or laſtly, if he could imagine, that the 
Order to be made thereupon would be Printed and 
Reprinted Fifty, an Huadred, or perhaps two 
Hundred Years hence, and ſo on, with his Name 
in the Front of it, as the Capital Adverſary a- 
gainſt the Rights of the Town; would he not en- 
tertain the Thought with Horror, and conſider 
| himſelf as One, who was to be continually hung 
up in Ethgy, to be gaz d at by all future Genera- 
tions, by Way of Terror to all Succeeding Ch 
w——ns? From hence then, it is hoped, this late 
Ch——w-——n will be convinc'd, how Unhand- 
ſomely he has treated the Members of the Corpora- 
tion by an unneceſſary Publication of their par- 
ticulax Names. 
But he has acted a much worſe Part in this Affair, 
than the Generality of Readers, without ſome Aſ- 
ſiſtance, may be able to diſcover. For he has with 
a malicious Intent inſerted likewiſe at full Length 
the Name of the Vicar of /——& amongſt the 
Defendants, as if He had been involv'd equally with 
the Corporation in the Charge of Miſapplications 
and Abuſes, the Contrary whereof the Author very 


well 
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well knew to be the Caſe of the Vicar ; but it 
ſeems, he reſolv'd to follow the Example, and 
perhaps Directions of his F——r, who has at- 
tempted, with unwearied Induſtry in all Places, to 
vilify and blaſt, if poſſible, the Reputation of this 
ſame Perſon, becauſe he has been the moſt In- 
defatigable Oppoſer of His and His Family's Pro- 
ceedings againſt the Decree, and againſt the Pariſh. 
He it was, who always ſtood in the Front of the 
Battle to cover and defend the Charity Eſtates, in the 
midſt of all the Darts of Defamation thrown againſt 
him, particularly by the F—r of this late Ch ” 
w——n, who acted, as if he thought, that the moſt 
politick Method he could take to conceal the Unfair- 
neſs of his own Proceedings, and divert Others from 
the Knowledge of Real Facts, would be to load the 
Oppoſing Truſtee with all the Falſhoods he could in- 
vent, and thereby draw the Attention of Men another 
Way, that the Severity of Truth againſt Himſelf might 
be either not Known, or not Believd. We are very 
credibly inform'd, that to ſerve his Purpoſes he has 
not ſcrupled confidently to utter the moſt injurious 
Calumnies againſt Worthy Men, tho' they have 
been inſtantly diſproved to his very Face. 

It is true, that Dr. — , the Vicar, was made 
a Defendant in the Cauſe, not by way of Charge 
or Impeachment, but with his own Conſent, and by 
Way of Aſſiſtance to the Pariſhioners; and there- 
fore when the Cauſe was heard, and determined 


againſt 
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againft the Corporation, the preſent L--d Ch.-—--r 


Sed, that all the Defendants, except the Defen- 


dant Wn ſhould pay Coſts of Suit; Nay, his 
L- -d-ſh- p was pleas'd to order, that the Defendant 
W—=—n fhould be paid His Cofis; and yet this Excep- 
tion and Diſtinction between the Defendants, ſo very 
Remarkable, the Author out of his abundant Rancour 


has purpoſely omitted. It would be doing, he 


thought, too much Tuſtice to the Vicar to take No- 
tice of it. But the more he is determined to with- 
hold Juſtice from Dr. , it becomes the more 
neceflary for ſome other Hand to render it to Him; 


and the rather, as He was the firſt Perſon, who gave 


a very full and clear Account of all the ſeveral Deeds 
and Wills of the three great Benefactors to the Town, 
M—s, B.—z, and P,, and, towards the 
| Recovery of their Eſtates to the proper Uſes, join'd in 
the Expence, with other Inhabitants, to carry on the 
Suit againſt the Corporation, till the Diſpute was hap- 
pily determined by the Decree. 

It would perhaps increaſe the Envy of this Author, 
if we proceeded to relate, what paſs'd five or ſix 
Years afterwards, the extraordinary Pains, and very 
large Expences, which Dr. V, ſingly, without 
receiving any Contributions from athens (tho Sub- 
ſeriptions had been generouſly ſet on Foot) took upon 
himſelf in a ſecond Suit, which he commenc'd againft 
the Corporation, in order to procure the right and 


regular Application of certain Rents due to the Town 
I and 
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1 
and particularly to the Poor, by which Means He 
cauſed ſeveral Sums of Money to be diſtributed 
amongſt them, which before had been withheld. It 
would wound the Spirit of this late Ch——w——n 
ſtill deeper, if we once more mention'd the Name of 
Him, who with an unwearied Conſtancy, and at his 
own proper Expence, both in Town and Country, 
ſupported the Rights and Liberties of the Pariſhioners 
in the Election of Ch—— - ns, when this mighty 
Man attempted to frighten and bully the Inhabitants 
out of their Choice, 2 commencing a Suit againſt 
them in the Spiritual Court, hoping to effect from 
their Apprehenſions of an expenfive Conteſt, what 
q hie could not carry by any other Means. And we 
I cannot help ſaying, that if the Liberties of the Inha- 
bitants in their Election of Pariſh-Officers had not 
been vindicated at that Critical Juncture, the Publick 
Benefactions themſelves, for which they are the Truſ- 
tees, muſt in all Probability have ſunk together with 
the Liberties of the Pariſh. We {ſhall conclude this 
Head with a ſolemn Declaration, that not only. com- 
mon Juſtice has mov'd us, but the uncommon Ma- 
185 diſplayed on all Occaſions by this late Ch 
n, and his Family againſt Dr. J/-—2x, has 
ae us up to ſay More of his Publick-Conduct, 
than we intended, and Leſs could not be ſaid to place | 
it in its true Light. 
But whilſt we are in this juſt way of Commenda- 
tion, we muſt not omit to mention with a peculiar 


Reſpect 


6 


Reſpect Mr. S--91--I Fern. one of the Plaintiffs re- 
corded by this Author in the Cauſe againſt the Cor- 
poration, whoſe indeſatigable Diligence in bringing 
the Suit to its happy Concluſion cannot be ſuffici- 
ently commended. He was a ſincere, Senſible, and 
Publ ick- ſpirited Man, and his Death was a Loſs not 
to his Friends only, but to the Town in general: 

This Tribute of Praiſe, which we pay with Pleaſure, 
and in Return for Pleaſure receiv'd from his honeſt 


and frequent Converſation, is undeniably due to 


the Memory of Him, who contributed fo largely in 
all Reſpects to revive the Praiſes due to the Memories 


of three Glorious Benefactors, and particularly by his 


Perſonal Endeavours to recover their charitable Do- 
nations, and retrieve them from that State of Diſor- 


der, Miſmanagement, and Miſapplication, in which 


they had lain for a great Number of Years, and to 
which this Author has employ'd ſo much Pains, 
and run ſuch violent Lengths to reduce them 


. ; 
Having paid this Debt of Approbation to the 


Gentlemen, whoſe Names deſerve to be honourably 
mentioned for carrying on the ſaid Suit (tho' other 


Perſons merit much from the Town for their emi- 
nent Zeal, and generous. Subſcriptions in the ſame 
Cauſe) we proceed to examine, what the Author 1 in 
the next Place calls P. 73. 


7 Extract 


* * ä 
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Errroct from the Anſwer of the M--y r and Al. — 
M-N, g &c. touching other Charities than " 
of M T n, and P 

Upon a Peruſal of this Extract i appears to us, that 
the Publiſher of it has not done that Juſtice to the 
Poor, which might have been expected from ſo con- 
ſcientious a Ch -. n and Truſtee. In P. 77. 
He tells us, zhat the M--y-r and Al---1--n by their 
Anſwer ſay, That A---th--y C-I--w--d gave his 
Houſe in $St——dm---n St---t 20 the ſaid M--y--r and 
Al---m-n for ever, to the Uſe of the eee 


This we believe to be an Untruth; for we are willing 


to perſwade ourſelves, that they would not take ſo 


falfe an Oath, Mr. C—/—w—d having left the 
abovementioned Houſe by his Will, not zo the Uſe of 
the Corporation, but to the Corporation for the Uſe o 
the Poor. Whatever Excuſes the Author of this Book 
may make for this Injury to the Poor, he has no 
other Way to vindicate Himſelf but by producing or 
declaring the Copy, from which he tranſcrib'd the 
Corporation's Anſwer. If the Falſhood of that Copy 
does not acquit him, he muſt be content to be thought 
Guilty of being the Falſe Original; and in that Caſe 
we think it incumbent upon him not only to recant 
his Error in the cleareſt Terms, but to ask Pardon of 
ſuch of them, the ſaid M>y—r and Al — mn, as 
are now Living, in the ſame Publick Manner, as 
he has charged them in his Book with Swearing to a 


Falſhood. 


But 


But there are two Extraordinary Facts, the Account 
whereof we receiv'd from a Gentleman of ſtrict 
Integrity, which give us the ſtrongeſt Reaſons to 
conclude, that the Aſſertion of the late ChH——w——n 
in his Book about the Diſpoſition of Mr. C—//—w—d's 
Houſe for the Uſe of the Corporation, P. 77. was 


advanced with an ill Deſign: The B r of the late 
Ch-—w——n, who is the T-—n-Cl-k, always 
delivers a Rentroll, which he expreſſly calls, The 


Rentroll of the Corporation Eſtate, every Year to the 
New Ch- 


w—, as if it did belong to the Corporation, and the 
Poor had no Right or Claim to it. This Abuſe the 
T——n-Cl_k has regularly, we might rather ſay, 
8 continued to practice for ſeveral Vears, 
tho' he has been frequently advertiſed by a Truſtee 
to place that Houſe in the Catalogue of the Charity 
Eſtates, and has been told every Year, how Unfair that 
Practice was, and how Pernicious it might prove, as 


it might be a Means to defraud the Poor of their 


Rights by miſleading the Corporation to diſpoſe of 
the Rents of that Houſe, which are conſiderable, to 
its own Uſe. But Repreſentations of that Kind have 
had no Effect, and the Houſe ſtill remains in the 
Rentroll, as a Part of the Corporation Eſtate, out 
of which he has by his own Writing, if we may uſe 
the Expreſſion, ejected the Foor, as the late Ch 

W n 


1l— n, by which he is to collect their 
Rents. In this Rentroll he has conſtantly taken 


particular Care to inſert the Houſe of Mr. C-//— 
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3 
* n has diſpoſſeſs d them of it, as much as he 
could, by his Book. Thus the two Bis appear 
to us to have confederated together to confirm their 
own Acts againſt the Rights of the Poor. 

But fine curious or ſagacious Inquirers may 
perhaps be asking, whether, notwithſtanding this 
Author's Book, and his B——r's Rentroll, the Poor 
have not repularly, for ſeveral Years, or perhaps Time 
out of Mind, received the Rents of Mr. C—//—w—4's 
Houſe, or whether the Corporation, by ſome Miſtake 


or other, has applied them to other Purpoſes ? This is 


a Queſtion, the Solution of which we ſhall leave to 
the late Ch—— w——n, his B r, or F r, who 
are the beſt acquainted with the State of thoſe 


Affairs, and will, we hope, indulge us with a plain 


and clear Anſwer, if any Anſwer is given to this 
Book, that an End may be put to all further Cavils 


and Diſputes in this Charity Concern. 


In the mean Time we ſhall proceed to the other 
Fact relative to this very Affair, which adds more and 
more to our Aſtoniſhment. We can aſſure the Reader, 


from undoubted Authority, that No Diſtribution of Mr. 


C_—_/_w_—d's Rents amongſt the Poor is now made, ſuch 
Diſtribution having been expreſſly forbidden by the 
Fr of this late Ch——w——n. What therefore the 


Author of an Account of the Donations has affirm'd in 
his Book, and his B——r has maintained in his 


Rentroll, as if Mr. CE d s Houſe did belong to 
the 


| 63 1 
the Corporation, ſeems. at laſt to be ſupported 
in Fact by the F-—r, who at this very Time 
cauſes the Rents of that Houſe to be withheld 
from the Poor, to whoſe Uſe it is expreſſly de- 
viſed by Will. It is dreadful for Perſons to be 
in Want, but doubly grievous to be in Want of 
their Own to ſupply their daily Neceſſities. 
But we will fay in Commendation of the F—r 
of this late Ch——w——n, that when Dr. 7 —2 


urg d the Unreaſonableneſs and Cruelty of his 
not ſuffering the Poor to receive their own. 


Money, He did not ſo much as Attempt to aſ- 


ſign or avow any Reaſon for his inexcuſable Con- 
Fr" tho the true Reaſon is well underſtood. 


80 much for Mr. CI- Charity. As 
to the other Donations left to the Poor, which 
the Author of the Account of Donations has 
omitted, we are credibly inform'd, an Account 


of them will be publiſn d, together with a 


Copy of the Decree, in a more full and perfect 


Manner than the Author has thought fit to ex- 
hibite them. 


We are now . arriv d at the Cloſe of 


this Author's Perf: ormance, which he i 18 pleas d 


to 
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to dignify with the Title of Obſervations, P. 79, 
80. He is very Angry with two Articles of Ex- 
pence, vig. the Montes Spent upon Perambula- 
tions, and Viſitation Dinners. Theſe, he ob- 
ſerves, might be well ſaved; and we condemn 
them equally with Him, Whenever they exceed 
the Bounds of Reaſon and Moderation. But 
whatever Air of Parſimony he affects, he will 
appear to every unthinking, and unprejudiced 
Perſon, who recollects, or reviews the numer- 
ous Inſtanees of his Miſmanagements, to have 


at Heart not ſo much the Saving of Money to 
the Pariſh, as the Saving of it to Himſelf and 


his Family. This Author ſeems not to be able 


to bear the Thought, that Others ſhould get 


any Thing, tho' never fo little. Let him but 
recount the ſeveral exorbitant Sums receiv d by 
his B r for Leaſes unfairly granted by Him- 


ſelf, and then let him grudge, if he can, the 


honeſt Butcher the Sale of a Leg of Mutton, or 
a Loyn of Veal, and the merry Alehouſe-keeper 


the vending of a few Dozen of Liquor. It is 


evident beyond all Contradiction from the Con- 
duct of this Author, that his Propoſal of good 
Husbandry did not ariſe from a Regard - the 
Pariſh; for if that Motive had been predomi- 
nant 2 him, his Conduct would have been 
agrecable to that Principle throughout the whole 

Admini- 


11 

Adminiſtration of his Office He would not 
have diſſolvd the Bargains publickly and fairly 
made for three Vears, Bargains very eaſy for 
the Tenants, as appear'd from the above-men- 
tion'd Biddings in the Church, and have taken 
off the Land-Tax and Quitrents from Them, 
amounting to a conſiderable Sum, and thrown 
All upon the Pariſh of V——4& for the Term 
of Twenty-one Years. Horrible Difference to 
the Pariſh. He never would have conſented 
to let a Farm at 15/. a Year to One, who 
was no Freeholder, and without requiring any 
Security from him; and yet reje& an Offer of 
16 J. a Year made for the ſame Farm by a Free- 
holder, and with Security undeniable——He 
never would have order'd above 24 /. to be paid 
for a Cheſt, when Another equally uſeful might 
have been had for 4 /. nor have ſet his Hand to 
a Leaſe for Thirty-one Years of three Houſes at 
IVF at I /. 10 s. a Year, which might have 
been let at 4 J. 10s. a Year at leaſt.— After 
theſe and other arbitrary Diminutions of the 
Publick Rents, and Prodigality of the Pub- 
lick Money, this late Ch—w——n can 
never with any tolerable Face pretend, that he 
had the Intereſt of the Town at Heart, or that 
he was ſincerly deſirous to fave all the Money to 
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it that he could. But ſhould it be allow'd, that 
from a Publick Spirit, a Quality, which we 
have proved him to be a Stranger to, he had 
leſſened the Expences, which the Pariſh uſually 
paid at Viſitations, and Poſſeſſionings, the Per- 
formance of one or two Actions, (tho Good in 
themſelves, and even proceeding from a Right 


Motive) can never wipe off the Blemiſh of num- 


berleſs notorious Miſmanagements; nor can the 
ſaving of 5 or 61. make any Reparation for the 
Loſs of abundantly more than ſo many Hun- 
dreds, which in Honour and Conſcience he: 
ſhould and might have. ſaved, or obtained for 
the Pariſh, 5 

In methodizing, for the Uſe of the Reader, 


a Vatiety of Matter, which we had from Time 


to Time collected on this Subject, we forgot 


to mention, that we were curious enough to 


inquire, how it came to paſs, that the late 
Ch——w——n could prevail with the Majority 


of the Truſtees to act, jointly with him, in 


ſo wild, ſo weak, and ſo audacious a Manner 
againſt the plain Words of the Decree, and 
againſt their own. Rights; and particularly, 
what could influence the M----y---r of the 


Town, one of the Truſtees, who took a 80 


lemn Oath upon his Entrance into Office to act 
TT juſtly 


1 

juſtly and impartially by all Men in all Re- 
fpects, (and was certainly oblig'd to do ſo with- 
out an Oath) What, we fay, could influence 
him to go into the unjuſtifiable Meaſures of 
this late Ch=—w-—n? The Anſwer given to 
this Inquiry will be beſt communicated by 
the following Piece of Hiſtory, which we 


had from indubitable Authority. One of the 


Truſtees of the Charity Eftates took upon 
him to expoſtulate one Day with the 
M---y--r of the Town for voting with this 
Ch w——n, and lending his. Aſſiſtance 
to carry certain Points, which he explain'd to 
him to be directly contrary to Reaſon, Jul- 
tice, and the Decree. The M---y--r anſwer'd 
with an Air of Careleſſneſs, That this Ch 


w——r had promis d to give him a Bond of 


Indemnification, and therefore he reſolv'd to be 


directed by him in Matters relating to the Decree, 
which he thought Him (this Ch 
capable of underſtanding. The other told him, 


that no Man could indemnify him for what he 


had done. No! ſays the M--y--r, that's Strange 
indeed. The Truſtee replied, that the Ch 


* n. might indemnify him from the Expence 


of a Suit, which might be brought againſt him, 
and ſome other Truſtees; but he could not in- 


demnify him from the unavoidable Vexations, 
which 


n) more 
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him for voting 


1 


which attend a Conteſt at Law; not could he in- 


demnify him from the continual Scorns and Re- 
proaches, which his Neighbours would caſt upon 
away their Rights and Proper- 
ties; or from thoſe Self-Condemnations and 
Stings of Conſcience, which would perpetually 
gall and diſquiet him, when his Hurry, and Pride 


olf Power were at an End; 
Mortifications, from which the very Indemnifier 
could not Indemnify Himſelf. 


That theſe were 


Beſides, conti- 
nued he, are you ſure, Mr. M---y--r, that this 
Saving- Harmleſs Gentleman will not, on ſome 
Pretence or other, diſpute with you the Import 
or Intention of his own Bond, which may be 
drawn with ſuch Limitations and Reſtrictions, 
as you may not be aware of? If you pretend, 
that you cannot underſtand the plain Words of 
the Decree, I am perſwaded, you cannot compre- 
hend the Meaning of a Number of dubious Ex- 
preſſions, which may be thrown into the Condition 
of a Bond; and you will do well to conſider, 
whether he, who has openly and wilfully abus'd 
his Publick Truſt, is the fitteſt Perſon to be Truſt- 
ed? Whilſt you think, that you are ſecure againſt 
all Attacks and Dangers, you may find yourſelf 
unhappily plac'd betwixt two Fires, the one from 
the Town, and the other from your Indemnifying 
Engineer. 


1 
Engineer. But if you will regard my Opi- 
nion, there is no Occaſion at all for you to 
take any Bond of Indemnification. Do but bring 
along with you a ſincere Reſolution to act with 
Impartiality, and Integrity, and to adhere cloſely 
to the Decree, which is expreſſed in the cleareſt 
Terms, and you may depend upon it, you will 
not want none to defend you; your own Actions 
will be your ampleſt Security; your Innocence 
will be your beſt Protection. Be aſſured, it does 
not require an extraordinary Degree of Under- 
ſtanding to diſtinguiſh what is Right, and what is 


Wrong; and Men uſually commit Acts of In- 


juſtice more through the Want of Honeſty, than 
the Want of Judgment. Pray, for Example's 


Sake, if a Decree directs you in the plaineſt Words 


to pay all juſt and neceſſary Demands out of any 
Eſtate committed to your Truſt, does it require 
any mighty Penetration to determine, whether 


you {hall Vote for the Payment of thoſe Demands 


or not? Or if you are directed by a Decree to lay 
out certain Monies ariſing out of Mr. Ms 


Eſtate in the Reparation of the Church, or ſome 
other good Work for the Common Weal of the 
Town, you have Underſtanding enough to 
know without reſorting to a Counſellor, that you 

are not to expend that Money in a Law-Sutt ; 
or whenever you are diſpoſed to read, you 
may 
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| may eaſily perceive, that the . d Ch—— 

| has ordered, that the Receiver of the Two 

{ Charity Eſtates ſhall depoſit the Money within 

i eight Days after the Receipt thereof, in an Iron - 

. Cheſt in the Treaſury Room, and if the 
. 1 n, his F r, and B-—r cla- 
4 mour for an Hour archer againſt the Reaſon- 
# ableneſs of the Order, or oppole the paying any 
ill Obedience to it, you can judge, I hope, with- 


= out the Help of another Man's Capacity, that 
= it is ſafer, and wiſer, and more honourable for 
you to follow the Directions of the oO” Ar, 
than the Opinion of the Ch n and 
his Family. The T ruſtee was "procending to 
reaſon in this plain Manner, when the 
M----y---r roſe up, and pretending much Bu- 
fineſs at Home, hurried away in Confuſion ; 
but yet with a Reſolution (as the Truſtee then 
feared, and Time 8 ſhewed) to be 
guided by this Ch -n, and to truſt 
blindly and implicitly = his Indemnification, 
as Catholicks do to a Popiſh Abſolution; for 
he afterwards plunged himſelf, under the In- 
fluence of this Leader, into the moſt manifeſt 
Crimes of Injuſtice againſt the Town with as 
much Confidence, as if he had got an infallible 
Abſolution for All in his Pocket. 


We 


CT] 

We have ſet forth the Subſtance of this Converſa- 
tion betwixt the M---y--r and one of the other Truſ- 
tees the more fully, not only to ſhew the Reader, 
what Artifices had been uſed by this Ch n 
(who, it is obſervable, dealt much in his Offers of 
Bonds of Indemnification) to betray a Magiſtrate into 
wrong Meaſures, by getting the better of his Under- 
ſtanding, and Julling his Fears and Conſcience aſleep 
with the Promiſe of an Indemnification ; but to fore- 
warn all future M--y-rs againſt ſwallowing the like 
ſtupifying Opiate, and to take this Opportunity of 
adviſing them to preſerve their own Integrity, and 


to truſt to their own Judgment, how ordinary ſoever 


it may be, in all Points of the Decree, where it is 
certain, there are no Myſteries or Perplexities to 
difturb and puzzle the Mind; but every Direction 
ſeems purpoſely to be ſuited to the loweſt Capacity; 

and to perſwade them that no Man of Quality will 
require them to ſacrifice their Conſciences, and give 


up the Rights of the Town in Violation of their Truſt 


and their Oath, whatever a St—w—d, actuated by 


his own private Views, may inſinuate or pretend; 
and laſtly to aſſure them that whatever preſent 


Profits they may receive from ſome for their mean 


and diſhonourable Compliances, they will be looked 


upon by Others and ought to conſider themſelves 


as in the Condition of Slaves, who are poorly 


paid for their Hard and Dirty Work——and that 


the only Way whereby they can recommend them- | 
{elves 
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ſelves effectually to the World, and juſtly expect any 
great and laſting Advantages with a comfortable 
Enjoyment of them, 1s, to deſerve the Characters of 
Honeſt Men, by diſcharging their Duty, eſpecially 
in Matters of Truſt, a Failure wherein is the Worſt 
and moſt Aggravated Kind of Injuſtice. Thus much 
out of Regard to the Corporation, the Honour and 
Dignity whereof we would preſerve. 

But we cannot take our Leave of this Indemnifying 
Author without remarking the hypocritical and cantin 
Formality, wherewith he takes his Leave of the Pariſhi- 
oners, P. 80. He ſays, the above Obſervations are given 
as Examples of Caution to the Pariſh Officers, who may 


fave much Money by due Conft rderation, and careful 


Management, as in theſe, ſo in many other Articles, 
which come before them. We reply, that the Facts 


above related, and the Obſervations made by Way of 
Anſwer to his Book, are likewiſe given as Examples 


of Caution to the Pariſ-Offecers, that they do not 


tread in the Steps of ſo unworthy a Ch—w-——n, 
that they do not ſubject themſelves to the like Infamy, 
as this Pariſh-Officer has ; an Infamy, which will be 


of much longer Duration, than the Term of his Leaſes, 


tho' ſtretch'd to Thirty-one Years; but that (to bor- 


row ſome of his Expreſſions) by due Confideration and 
careful Management in all Articles, which may come 


before them, they may faithfully and impartially exe- 


cute their Truſts, and leave their Names recorded 
with Honour to lateſt Poſterity. 


And 
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And now -Aſter all our Remarks on the Writings 
and Actions of this late Ch=——w———n, which 
Charity itſelf has obliged us to make, we could not 
forgive ourſelves, if we omitted One Particular Obſer- 

vation, which may poſſibly tend to his Honour; and 
the rather, as it is the only One we can make to his 
Advantage. We muſt therefore acknowledge, that, 
notwithſtanding what has been before remark'd on 
this Head, we cannot controvert his Claim to ſome 
Degree of Merit for that ſingular Veneration, 
which He is pleaſed to expreſs fe the Memories of 
the Glorious Benefactors of the Town of V.. 
In P. 4. of his Preface, It was thought a Debt, ſays | 
he, Fa to the Memory of our Great Benefacrors 70 
render it as ſacred and laſting as was poſſible ; to this 
End the Places are obſerved of their Interment, and 
the Epitaphs, or Monumental Inſcriptions are reſpec- 
tively added at the Cloſe of each Donation. An excel- 
lent Thought | (and maugre all that has been ſaid) 
who can queſtion, but it was inſpired by an Exceſs 
of Goodneſs and Gratitude ? Accordingly in P. 26, 
of his Book He tells us, that Mr. M—s was re, 
in the Middle of the Chances of the Pariſh-Church of 
S-----y, and that his Epitaph is inſcribd upon a 
Graveſtone in Braſs, and is as follows. 
lere lyeth Mr. Z. M-----s Archdeacon of rhe 
Ea Rideing in the Metropolitant Church of York, and 
Parſon of this Church, which died the 18th Day of 
Auguſt, Anno Domini 1 5 50, 92 0 Soule God Par v4 
L Inſpired 
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Inſp ired by the Bright Example of this Incompara- 
ic Wir, and Epitaph- Franſcriber, we have like: 


wiſe thought it 4 Debt due to the Memory of a late 
departed Ch—w— 
laſting as was poſi ble; to this End the Place is ob- 
ſerved of his future Interment, and his intended Epi- 


-n, to render it as facred and 


zaph or Monumental Inſeription i is added at the Clofe of 


| this Book. His Corpſe, we are informed, remains 
ſtill above Ground, and after a rentorable ie of 


State (ſuitable to his Alliance with a certain Eſquire 


long ago extinct, which his Fr has lately claim'd) 


it is to be carried with all proper Solemnity to the 
Church, attended by Twenty-fix Mourners in Heart 
as well as Habit, who had flatter'd themfelves with 


the Hopes of the like Advantageous Leaſes from him, 


as he had graciouſly beſtow d upon ſome at Eu- Eu, 
and others at Y——k. But cruel Fate put an End 
to their Expectations. It was at firſt reported, that 
he was to be interr'd in that Incloſure near to the 
Bellfrey in the Pariſh Church of V——4, wherein 
never Maw before was laid ; becauſe There he once 
made ſuch a Figure, as no Man before ever did. 
But it was at length determin'd by his Fir, that 
he ſhould be laid near to the Grave of Mr. ,; 
this latter by his large Charities having been a moſt 
generous Benefactor to the Town of V., the 
former, Out of the ſame Charities, being a moſt kind 
Benefactor to his own Family. 


THE 


n 


eth X K* * * E 
Here lieth 1 


HO had an Education, which promiſed well; 

But unhappily finiſh'd it under the Care of his F 2 
And gave a Specimen of his Improvements under ſo Notable a Tutor, 
By publiſhing an Account of the Donations to the Pariſh of N-----k ; 
| Wherein he took away, as far as he could, the Rights of the Poor to One Donation, 

And very politickly beſtow'd it upon the Corporation. 
If the Reader aſks, of what yearly Value it is? 

It is more than ſufficient to pay the Salaries - 

Both of a R--c--rd--r, and a T----n-Cl--k. 


Who by mean Sollicitations, falſe Pretences, and a ſtolen Intereſt, 
Procur'd the Removal of an excellent Ch-----w------n ; 
And having crept Himſelf into the Office, 

Exercis'd it with Injuſtice, Partiality, and Tyranny. 


Who by a Fetch-unexampled ſet aſide a Perſon of Diſtinction, 
Fairly and Unanimouſly elected R--c--rd--r, 

And with an Aſſurance unparalleled ſtept into his Place, 
Forfeiting all Pretenſions to the Honour by his Manner of acquiring it. 
But his Art of ſupplanting the Worthy 

Was the leaſt of his Political Virtues. 
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Aided, and encouraged by an Unnatural F-----r, 
And clamorouſly ſupported by a Rapacious B----r, 
He ſunk the Value of one Charity Eſtate at Eurit -n for 21 Vears, 
To advance a Scheme of Intereſt for the Family. 
He leas'd out another Charity-Eſtate at N-----k, 
Not only at an Under Value, but for a longer Term of 31 Years; 
— Thereby exerciſing a Power, 
No more to be reconcil'd with the Laws of Cen ne | 
Than with the Laws of the Land, which had expreſlly forbid it. 
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So unfaithful a Diſpenſer of the Publick Money, 
That where it ought Not to be expended, he laviſhd it away, 
And where it Ought to be diſtributed, he withheld it, 
In Breach both of his Truſt and his Oath ; 
Treating the juſt Demands of honeſt Tradeſmen L 
And the Wiſe Directions of a L---d Chr, 
With equal Diſdain and Contempt. 8 


Who thought it not ſufficient to have given in one Year 
Numerous Inſtances of his Treachery againſt the Town, 
But, as if he aſſum'd freſh Boldneſs from his very Crimes, 
He had the Confidence to ſet Himſelf up a ſecond Time, 
As a Candidate for the Office he had ſo much abus d. 
But to the Good Fortune of the Pariſh, 


To the ſecret Joy of many of his own voting Party, 
He met with a ſevere Repulſe, 


A Repulle aggravated by the ſtrongeſt Marks of Scorn and Averſion; 
In Conſequence whereof he died 

The 28th Day of March, Anno Domini, 17—. 

Whoſe Soul God pardon--- 


When the above-written Epitaph ſhall very properly be 
engraven on a Plate of Braſs, we are perſwaded, every 
honelt Jariſhioner will confirm, approve, and ratify the ſame. 


We 
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We now leave this Hiſtory to the Pariſh, and 
hope, it will be accepted and eſteem'd as no un 
ful Donation, or unſeaſonable Teſtimony of our 
ſincere Regard for their Welfare; to which we add 
our moſt hearty Wiſhes, that the Town of V——# 
may be ever as remarkable for the Uprightneſs of its 
Truſtees, as for the Largeneſs of its Charity-Eſtates ; 
that it may emulate the noble Examples ſet before it 


in the Metropolis of this Kingdom, not more emi- 


nently diftinguiſh'd by the Exerciſe of Liberality and 
Beneficence in Caſes of private and publick Diſtreſs, 
than by the faithful and diſintereſted Meaſures, 


whereby Works of that Kind are there managed and 
conducted. 


POS T SCRIP T. 


T would be a Satisfaction to he Publick to be 
1 truly inform'd in a Matter, of which there is at 
preſent ſome Doubt, and that is, whether the T—n- 
CI returned the Fees given to him by a certain 


Worthy young Man of Quality for the Inſtrument of 


the R- rd - rIh-p; for ſurely it could not but 


be thought a Debt due from the T——n-Cl-k to 


repay, or at leaſt to make an Offer to repay thoſe 
Fees, ſince his Br, the late Ch——w——n, was 


the 


0 78 1 

the ſole Cauſe of his L—d{h—p's reſigning the Place ; 
and by a Stratagem too; of which we ſhall give a 
ſhort Account, as it may ſerve to explain one Part of 
the Epitaph, which otherwiſe may not be underſtood 
by ſome of our Readers This late Ch n 
then, with an Excels of Aſſurance hardly to be 
equalled, attended the M--y-r and Al---m--n, tho he 
alone was uninvited, to the Seat of the young No- 
bleman, whoſe well-known - Heroick Qualities and 
High Birth might, one would imagine, have defended 
him from Invaſions at Home; There he very politely 
and genteelly told his L---dſh--p, that he was not 
qualified to hold the Place of R--c---d--r, which the 
M--y-r and Al. m- n, thoſe ignorant People (for ſo 
in Effect he call'd them) had prevailed on him that 
Morning to do them the Honour to accept of: 
Such a Farce perhaps was ſcarce ever acted before 
The T—n-Cl—k, in the Preſence of the Corpo- 
ration, with one Speech compliments his L-d{h—p 
with the Place, and his B-——r, the late Ch 
w——n, with Another immediately takes it away 
from him, — and then {lips into it himſelf, 
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